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Economic Region Planning & Area Development:
Urban Development Pattern Along the Yangtze River Delta Region
ABSTRACT
Hsiao-hung Nancy Chen

Key Words: Growth Pole, Urban System, Urban development pattern along the
Yangtze River Delta Region, Rural Enterprise

Based on secondary data analysis, field
study and in-depth interviews with mayors,
senior planners, chief executives and scholars
along the Yangtze River Delta Region, the
study finds out that the Region is full of
development vitality. In terms of the urban
development belt, the whole Region reveals the
following characteristics: (1). Multi-tier urban
system 1s forming; for instance, Shanghai
serves as the core, Suchow, Wusih, Changchow
Hangchow, Chiahsin, Huchow, Ningpo, and
Shaohsin form the intermediate tier, Chiangsu,
Chekiang and Anhwet form the outer tier. (2),
“Growth pole’ and ‘central city urban economic
zone’ can be vividly grasped; i.e., Shanghai has
functioned as the °growth pole” where created
institution innovat;on, management innovation,
service innovation and concept innovation

demonstration effects; (3}. Putong’s

>

development is especially conducive to the
whole regional development; (4). Ningpo
harbor, Nanking harbor, Shanghai-Nanking
Highway/Railway, Nanking-Hangchow
Highway, and a series of other transportation
infrastructure have converted the whole region
into an economic entity; (5). Hundreds of high
caliber manpower pouring into the region also
brought about positive economic & social
development for the region; (6). Financial
internationalization trend has further propel the
urban system development in the Region; and
(7). A multi-faceted new regional economic
development poles have developed.

the
favorable

good geographical
central
policies, well- trained manpower and active

Given
location, government
local authorities, and especially with the
advent of the coming tenth development plan
that the Yangtze River Delta region will
further incorporated into the world economic



system, it is believed that the future
development of this region is doomed to be
brighter should the following obstacles can
be overcome: (1). Continuing industrial
structural transformation; (2). Loosening the
household registration restriction so that high
quality manpower can be attracted to the
region; (3). Avoiding duplicate investment
and construction as well as solving the
contradiction  between the  ‘planning
boundary’ and the ‘administrative boundary’;
(4). Adjusting the ‘small township’ concept
gradually and materializing the ‘one growth
pole (Shanghai), three coordinating poles
(Shanghai, Nanking and Hanchou), one core
area (Suchou, Wuxi, and Tzchou)’ idea.
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