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must be connected with the specific cultural and social
Durkheim life (_)f agiven populati on. Therefore,_ it nec tates
to widely examine patterns of seasonality in diverse
populations. Taiwan provides an ideal case to study
the seasonal regularity of vital events, for it has
compiled along-term period of vital registration.
Based on the preliminary analyses, we believe that it
demonstrates a clear and non-negligible seasonal
fluctuation of births, deaths, marriages, and divorcesin
Taiwan. However, the seasonal patterning of vital
events in Taiwan should be examined in depth. The
seasonality vital events specific objectives of this study are: (1) to construct a
seasonal patterning for various vital events based on
solar and lunar calendar respectively; (2) to
decompose the component of seasonality, the
component of trend, and the nonseasonal, nontrend
component of temporal regularity of vital events; (3) to
explore the plausible explanations of seasonality of
vital eventsin Taiwan.
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The evidence for seasonality in human behavior
is scattered throughout the scientific traditions and has Durkheim
been observed in virtually all human populations, both
contemporary and historical. These seasona Skog, 1991
variations have attracted considerable attention from ’
demographers, and a variety of behavioral, biological,
and demographic mechanisms have been proposed to
explain them.

In this study we examine the seasonality of vital
eventsin Taiwan. Vita events, including birth, death, Lemert
marriage, and divorce, are the fundamental 1994 Durkheim
components of demographic dynamics. Existing
literature provides estimates of seasonality of vital
events for many countries and time periods, but Durkheim
differing methodologies and the frequent use of small
sampl e periods makes comparisons across populations
difficult. Moreover, seasonal variation in vital events
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