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Abstract

The purpose of this study intended to
examine the measures and effects of welfare
reform programs since 1996.The goal of
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
(TANF) isto decrease the welfare
dependency of single mothers and
encourage them to participate the labor
market. The measures included childcare
provision, job preparation promotion,
out-of-wedlock pregnancies prevention, as
well as two-parent family formation and

maintenance.

The preliminary result of welfare reform
was the increase of employment rate of
former welfare recipients. However, the
further findings were that, childcare cost
was too heavy a burden for the mothers, and
most of them did not receive childcare
subsidies. The strongest barrier to work for
low-income single mothers was short of
childcare. The short-term training programs
emphasized on job readiness rather than
post-secondary education. The lack of
requisite  skills  limited women in
low-income and unstable work; therefore
they were often in joblessness. Finally the
welfare leavers recycled back onto welfare
because of multiple barriers to employment.

There were rare studies on the effects of
policies concerning to marriage promotion
and two-parents families maintenance,
therefore the effects were ambiguous. Still,
according to the rising rate of two-parent
family and children cohabitation with
parents, personal decisions about marriage
were influenced.

Finally, implications and discussion of
welfare reform by looking over whether the



welfare leavers escaped economic hardship
and be self-sufficient. The experience can be
our reference resources.

Keywords: welfare reform, TANF, single
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