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Abstract

The thesis attempts to reconstruct the mental world of Wang Bai-yuan,
represented as a dual artistic/enlightening mental structure, through the
approach of the history of mentalities of both individual and collective
levels.

The thesis mainly examines Wang Bai-yuan’s mobile traces of
identity among three cities in East Asia and related issues between two
generations that he belonged, the rise and fall of his dual structure of
mental world from prewar to postwar periods. In addition, the thesis
explores his writing aesthetics through examining his works.

Wang’s artistic-dimension mental structure was under forming
around 1923 at a time when he went to Tokyo for the study of painting. In
the mid-1920s, however, the enlightening-dimension of his mental world
became dominant, which led him to start his writings of poetry and novel.
The formation of the dual structure of his mental world around then led
him to think over issues of colonized Taiwan, while his enlightening mind
in particular led him to the road of literature. After 6-year in jail during
wartime, the enlightening-dimension of his mental world reemerged in
early postwar Taiwan, represented as his participations in left-wing
presses where he voiced his criticisms and advices toward Chinese

authorities newly arrived in the island.

Keyword : Wang, Bai-Yuan, History of Mentalities, Mental World, Taiwan,

Tokyo, Shanghai
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