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Abstract

This study focuses on MLIS (Masters' in Library & Information Science) theses in
Taiwan from the years 1999 to 2009. It use content analysis to explore the situation for
MLIS theses in research topics, research methods, types of libraries, keywords and their

use.

725 MLIS theses were published by 6 LIS (Library & Information Science) related
institutes. The National Taiwan University published the most papers (156 theses),
followed by Tamkang University (150 theses), Fu-Jen Catholic University (136 theses),
National Cheng-Chi University (135 theses), National Taiwan Normal University (91
theses) and National Chung-Hsing University (58 theses).

Theses over the last decade mostly used the following research methods: interview
surveys (230 theses), questionnaire (196 theses), on bibliometrics (63 theses). Most
MLIS research methods used by Taiwan's LIS departments after the year 2000 focused
on questionnaires and interview surveys. Compared with earlier studies, bibliometrics

has increased significantly.

As for the research topics: service to the readers is highest with 235 Thesis (33%),
followed by library & information theory and basics with 124 theses (17%).library
information technica at 91 theses (13%), technical services at 88 theses (12%),
administion management with 79 theses (11%), books and literature with 77 theses
(11%), libraries & the profession with 25 theses (3%) and others 6 theses (1%).

Research relating to libraries type totaled over 308, accounting for over 42% of
research Thesis. Academic library possessed the most papers with 133 theses (44%),
followed by public libraries with 89 theses (29%). Specialized libraries with 29 Thesis
(10%), and primary & secondary school libraries with 32 (9%). The National Library
had at least 4 (1%). Museums with 12 articles (4%) and archives with 8 articles (3%).

There are 2,999 Keywords among 719 Taiwanese LIS Master's theses. Thesis with
the least keywords contained a minimum of 1 keyword. On the other hand, Thesis with
the largest number of keywords contained over 20. Their average stands at about 4.2
keywords each. Each high-frequency word appeared more than 36 times. These are:
public libraries (58), university libraries (54), information needs (42) and information
finding (41).

il



Once keywords and popular research topics are grouped together and integrated, it
was found that the majority of research focused on information behavior (totaling 134
theses). This is followed by bibliometrics (57theses), archives(45 theses), reading(21
theses) , information literacy(19 theses), digital archives(17 theses) , web 2.0(17
theses) ,e-learning(10 theses)and knowledge management(9 theses). The popularity of

these research topics echo the constant development of libraries in recent years.

Based on these findings, the following recommendations:
1. Integration of the Framework of Subject Classification in LIS
2. Encourage library schools to participate in collaborative research using their
individual strengths.
3. Enhance the quality of theses research.
4. Strengthen the collection of the masters' thesis database.

5. Encourage the open-access of academic research.

Keyword : Library and Information Science Research; Master’s Theses; Subject Analysis;

Library Type
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