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From Localization to Globalization: A Study of Pearl Milk Tea
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Abstract

QQ Milk Tea, Pearl Tea, or Bubble Tea, as what foreigners called them, is one
kind of beverage mixed with tapioca and milk tea. Pearl and milk tea look greatly
different. However, out of Taiwan people’s novel ways to combine them together and
through the running method of golden arches, Taiwan successfully brings pearl milk
tea to the whole world, redefines Taiwan tea culture, and gives a new life to Taiwan
tea culture. As a consequence, this essay focuses on the origin of pearl milk tea, the
meanings that the pearl milk tea conveys in Taiwan culture, and living habits. This
essay also probes into the reasons why Taiwan milk tea successfully strikes its way
into the global market within thirty years, based on efficiency, calculability,
predictability, and control through nonhuman technology provided by Ritzer’s
McDonaldization.
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