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A Study on the Religious Lifestyle of Taiwanese Businessmen

in Shanghai: focus on the Buddhists

Yu, I\/Iing-Hua*

Abstract

Religion plays a very important role in the life of immigrants in a
foreign place. It is not only a spiritual support for the immigrants’ hard work
in a foreign land, but also, more importantly, a link between foreign place
and native land. In the meanwhile, religion is the basis and foundation for
the immigrants to reconstruct and maintain their native traditions.

During the Ming-Zheng period and Qing dynasty, most of the
immigrants brought their native gods to Taiwan as patrons, and these gods
became the religious center and formulated the life of faith for hundred
years in Taiwan. Today, there are many Taiwanese businessmen carrying the
native gods with them to “cultivate mainland” and these gods also became
their spiritual support, as well as the patrons of their work or business.

In this situation, relatively speaking, whether Taiwan plays the role of
the “native land”? How the Taiwanese businessmen have their religious life
in mainland China? Whether they influence the local beliefs or not?
Whether the gods and religious life which they bring from “native land” to
the “ancestral land” have complemented or filled the long-lost tradition?

Based on the interviews with the Taiwanese Buddhist businessmen in
Shanghai during September of 2009 to January of 2010, this article tries to
discuss the Shanghai Taiwanese Buddhist lifestyle and investigate the
following issues: 1. the migration and identity of the immigrants, 2. the
religious impacts on the immigrant place, and 3. the relationship between
Taiwanese businessmen and localization.

Keywords: Taiwanese Businessmen, Buddhist, Native Land, Migration,
Immigrant, Immigrant Place
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