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Bring The Party-state Network Back In?
The Activists of Participation’s Structural Factors and

Motivation Analysis in Urban China

Yi-Nung Tsai

Master Student
Graduate Institute of East Asian Studies
National Chengchi University

Abstract

Facing the socioeconomic transformation, the Chinese party-state responds with
a series of limited political reform aiming at strengthening the legitimacy and capacity
of the regime. In urban areas, it was based on community self-governance and
therefore, direct elections have been initiated the Residence Committee. These
elections have been institutionalized, and the predominant ‘“mobilizational
participation” is consolidated by party-state. Many literatures find the informal
community groups “The Activists” are these gross-roots elections’ foundation. In
contrast, most scholars would not offer a better explanatory strategy to analyze why
“The Activists” be mobilized. The purpose of this paper, after studying the 2009
local-level elections in Shanghai city, points to a different direction. By structural
comparison and internal analysis, we examine the “resource mobilization approach”,
“social capital approach”, and “party-state political practices approach” separately.
We find that political practices approach provide a sophisticated analysis for The
Activists motivation. The party-state political practices build a quasi-work units
networks and by mobilizational participated shape a passing parade of symbols. The
Activists to play the role of an agent of state, it represents Duara’s “state involution”
transformation, and therefore the unintended change should be considered of local

governance study in urban china.

Keywords: Political participation ~ local governance ~ Chinese politics ~ elections -

residence committee
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