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According to the theory of Records Life Cycle, the repository, quantity, and value of collections will change
with time. Evaluation of the status of collections will enable libraries or organizations in charge of preservation
to retain valuable records and meanwhile reduce the load of repository. How to define the status of collections?
The general way of evaluation at present is based on the year of publication, though there is no specific way of
classification except by convention. This paper attempts to identify particular transition points during the life
cycle of collections by examining the definitions and characteristics of primary and secondary values of
collections proposed in Schellenberg’s archival appraisal theory. Results of this study may serve as useful
reference for policy-making on effective use of collection repository.
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