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Abstract

The Buryats, a branch of the Mongols,
were significant actors as go-betweens in
Soviet activities in Mongolia from 1921 to
1928. They participated in all aspects of
Mongolia's development. One complaint ran
in Mongolia that the Buryat leadership in
fact made policy during this period. Among
the Buryats in Mongolia, El'bekdorji
Rinchino was the most important figure. He
is said to be the de facto “dictator” of
Mongolia in the first half of the 1920s. As
one of the most radica advocates of
Communism in Outer Mongolia, Rinchino
was also a pan-Mongolian nationalist. He
had the intention of defending nationa
interests of the Mongols (the Buryats in



particular), which inevitably = would
dissatisfy the Russians, and caused himself
eliminated from the Mongolian scene. In
1928, Rinchino was forced to leave
Mongolia for Moscow, and was executed in
late 1930s as aresult of Stalin’s mass purge.
The case of Rinchino again illustrates
the enormous conflict of nature between
nationalism and internationalism. Like many
other cases, the easily visible effect of
nationalism contributes more to form an
individual’s identity than the high ideals of
internationalism can do. Rinchino, a few
years after the Mongolian independence,
seized political power, from the hands of
Mongolian nationalists, in the name of
internationalism, but was later executed due
to his pan-Mongolian nationalism. After
Mongolia abolished communism, Chinggis
Khan -- the once-forbidden symbol of
“bourgecis nationalism” -- is agan
promoted to the status of a national hero and
widely commemorated. The historical
development of Mongolia in this century
also clearly shows the struggle between
nationalism and internationalism, and
victory currently belongs to nationalism.
Furthermore, the nature of pan-
nationalism (such as pan-Mongolism), stuck
between nationalism and internationalism, is
worth more attention. In some sensg, it, like
nationalism, can counter internationalism.
However, while facing narrow nationalism,
it is like some sort of internationalism. Its
definition and meaning are thus situational.
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