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Abstract

The thesis tries to examine Chinese initiative in indigenization of technical
standardization for the global market. The basic analytical framework is based on the
theoretical concept of Global Governance with a multi-actor approach. The following
chapters try to touch upon three inquiries. First, it examines the applicability of global
governance on standards setting issues. Second, it depicts the “invisible hand” of
Chinese government in global governance. Finally, it concludes that Chinese initiative
in indigenizing technical standardization can be a good case in point to demonstrate a
Chinese version of global governance under the guidance of “harmonious world.”

This thesis reviews different schools of global governance. Unlike any of the
existing literature, the author considers global governance itself a dynamic adjusting
process. China partakes in global governance by emphasizing guidance from the
government to boost the second and third sectors which are relatively underdeveloped.
Namely, China inclines to be characterized into “state-centric status quo” school,
which affirms that government is the most determining actor of global governance,
thus not willing to give up “controls of the government.” Chinese scholars dub this
phenomenon “Chinese version of global governance” or “China model.” This paper
concludes that the so called “China Model” of global governance was conducted in
western culture’s framework with a realist’s state-led approach in essence. In other
words, Chinese version of global governance can not be regarded as a full-fledged one.
The case study standard setting policy of China has illustrated a better picture of
China’s learning process of global governance. Accordingly, “global governance in
process” was coined into the title of this thesis to identify the current status of

China’s involvement in global competition of technical standardization.

Given the growing stake of “technical standards setting” in a knowledge-based
power structure, Chinese initiative of technical standardization strategy has paved the
way for pursuing leading innovative state in 2020. The lesson China learned from
WAPI (WLAN authentication and privacy infrastructure) standard setting has
provided us a clues about the self-adjusting role of the state in global governance as a
dynamic process which could not be fully explained by conventional version of global

governance prevailing nowadays.

Keywords: technical standardization, Global Governance, China Model, WAPI
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16 Graham Evans & Jeffrey Newnham, The Dictionary of World Politics: A Reference Guide to
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Press, 1995), pp.149.
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