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This research project was first designed to study two
Roman historians from the nineteenth-century Germany.
[t was later changed to focus on Mommsen only, for
the huge volume of his work required more effort and
time. During the process of reading Mommsen s

book * History of Rome’ and other essays, his
personal character, methodology and thorough
understanding of the Roman history became apparent.
Mommsen’ s writing on the Roman history surpassed his
predecessor Niebuhr, mainly because he had equipped
with knowledge and insights in the language of Greek
and Latin, and he had been well trained in law,
epigraphy and numismatics. Most of Mommsen’ s
argument and analysis of the history of the Roman
Republic still stands, although later scholars had
been raising questions mainly regarding textual
analysis. He faced major criticism in the aspect of
the depiction and interpretation of the historical
figures, e.g., his severe critique of Cicero and high
praise of Caesar, and was perceived as being too
subjective. Despite that Mommsen chose to present his
work along with his own ideal of nation state and
liberalism, his Roman History remains to be one of
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the most respectable work in the study of the Roman
history, for its brilliant analysis and the elegant
writing style in German.

Ancient Roman history, epigraphy, numismatics,
textual criticism, liberalism, Nationstate,
democratic party, aristocratic Party, revolution.
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