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This project is to study how Song men treat diseases
caused by demons or ghosts. Such diseases had
appeared long prior to Song dynasty and medical
canons also recorded prescriptions to cure. Moreover,
shamans and religious professional had their ways of
exorcism. What is special for the Song is that,
according to recently studies, the development of
medicine makes huge progress. Not only the court pays
much attention to the collection, compilation, and
printing of medical books, scholars-officials and
physicians also involve in compiling and writing such
books, developing new prescriptions and drugs, so as
to save people from epidemics and contagious
diseases, preventing them from mistakenly diagnosed
by shamans or religious professionals. Nevertheless,
we found that many examples reveal that, when Song
people suffer from demonic/ghostly diseases, they
seek help from shamans and religious professionals.
The lack of medical resources does definitely not
contribute to such gap, as some scholars argue. This
project will examines why Song people adopt such
approaches for those diseases.

demonic/ghostly diseases, Song dynasty, medicine,
exorcism, possession
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