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Paper Abstract: Comparing Taiwan’s and China’s gender values
Women movements have advocated different gender issues and values in different times and places. The
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connection between the public gender consciousness and the development of women’s movements is the focus
of this study. I will compare the gender value differences in Taiwan and China, both of which inherited the same
Confucius culture tradition, but experienced with different political, social, and economic changes over the past
century. In addition to the socio-economic differences, the development of the women’s movements of both
sides is also very different. Taiwan’s women movements can be described as taking a bottom-up and
society-initiated approach, whereas China’s women movements are regarded as taking a top-down and
state-centric approach.

In this study, I will first review and compare the different trajectories of social, political, and economic
development related to gender relationship, as well as the women’s movements in Taiwan and China. Secondly,
I will present the gender value differences of both sides in various dimensions, including the attitudes toward
gender equality in labor market, education, and political leadership, as well as the attitudes toward traditional
and modern family patterns. Applying the dataset of the World Values Survey conducted in 2012-2013, | will
demonstrate the different attitudes toward gender equality in Taiwan and China. Furthermore, in explaining the
attitudinal differences in gender equality, the theories of modernization, culture, and social movements will be
examined in this study. Modernization theory assumes that social and economic development brings about the
attitudinal changes toward more modern gender roles and equality values. Culture theory assumes that
traditional conventions and values acting as a filter determines which sets of gender values are more acceptable
and which are not in the course of social transformation. And the theory of social movements assumes that the
social mobilizations of women’s movements will raise the gender consciousness among the general public. As |
will elaborate in details, in both Taiwan and China, social modernization and cultural heritage accounts for the
changing and unchanging gender values toward greater equality. The key to the differences of the gender values
across the Strait can be explained by the different values, dynamics, and approaches of the women’s movements
in two sides.

Keywords: gender values, gender equality, modernization theory, women’s movements.
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