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From the perspectives of Value Pluralism and New
Institutionalism, this research project offers a
theory of Corporatist Collaborative Governance, based
on the concept of ‘shared rights’ according to which
the natural environment is an indivisible public
good - hence
environment-related rights are non-exclusive but must
be shared by the government and
various sectors of society.
As analytic framework for empirical research, CCG
demands that China’ s environmental
governance must be studied from various angles
including that of the Chinese Communist
Party, both central and local levels of government,
as well as various sectors of society. It contends
that none of these parties dominates the decision-
making process when it comes to the issue of



environmental governance in China.

As a normative theory, CCG recognizes the crucial
role the Chinese political elites play
in the formulation of environmental policies, as well
as the growing power of both cause
groups and local citizens. And it argues that the
Chinese Communist Party must make best use of its
corporatist capacity and collaborate with local
governments and various sectors of society, including
environmental cause groups, if effective governance
of the environment is desired. The implementation of
CCG does not require democracy as the background but
1t can foster the kind of citizenship conducive to
democratization.

environmental governance, corporatism, deliberative
democracy, value pluralism, shared rights
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Abstract:

From the perspectives of Value Pluralism and New Institutionalism, this research project offers a theory
of Corporatist Collaborative Governance, based on the concept of ‘shared rights’according to which the
natural environment is an indivisible public good —hence environment-related rights are non-exclusive but

must be shared by the government and various sectors of society.

As analytic framework for empirical research, CCG demands that China’s environmental governance must
be studied from various angles including that of the Chinese Communist Party, both central and local levels of
government, as well as various sectors of society. It contends that none of these parties dominates the

decision-making process when it comes to the issue of environmental governance in China.

As a normative theory, CCG recognizes the crucial role the Chinese political elites play in the formulation
of environmental policies, as well as the growing power of both cause groups and local citizens. And it argues
that the Chinese Communist Party must make best use of its corporatist capacity and collaborate with local
governments and various sectors of society, including environmental cause groups, if effective governance of
the environment is desired. The implementation of CCG does not require democracy as the background but it

can foster the kind of citizenship conducive to democratization.

Keywords:

value pluralism, corporatist collaborative governance, deliberative democracy, environmental governance,

shared rights
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