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Cheng-tian Kuo. 2011. "Chinese Religious Reform: The Christian Patriotic Education
Campaign." Asian Survey, 51:6 (November/December): 1042-1064. SSCI.

Abstract: The Chinese Christian Patriotic Education campaign demonstrates that the
party-state has adapted itself to the religious politics among various public and
private institutional actors, pivotally coordinated by the relatively liberal State
Administration for Religious Affairs. Consequentially, religious freedom in China has
made slow but significant progress in the past decade.
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Abstract: The history of state-rellglon relations in Taiwan from 1949 to the
present can be divided into three stages. The first stage lasted from 1949 to 1987
during which the Leninist state, for the first time in Chinese history, effectively
exercised tight control over religion. In the second stage, from 1987 to 2000, the
democratizing state gradually withdrew its control over religion while most
religion tended to refrain from involvement in politics. From 2000 to the present,
the democratic state and various religions have developed constructive relations
with checks and balances to maximize religious freedom, ensure
non-discrimination of religions and expand democratic participation of religion in
politics. This paper explores the ideology, laws and regulations and consequences
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of state-religion interactions in these three stages. In conclusion, Taiwanese
state-religion relations may provide an alternative model of the state’s proper
intervention in religion and the religion’s proper involvement in politics in
transitional democracies.

Cheng-tian Kuo. 2012. “State-Religion Relations in Taiwan: From Statism and
Insulationism to Checks and Balances.” Paper presented at the “First World
Conference of Taiwan Studies,” Taipei, TAIWAN, April 26-28, 2012.
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Cheng-tian Kuo. 2011. “Religious Liberalization in China: Mirage or New Age?”
Paper presented at the 40" Taiwan-US Conference on Contemporary China,
sponsored by American University, Washington, DC, December 8-9, 2011.
Abstract: In recent years, signs of improvement in China’s religious freedom have
caught the eyes of domestic and foreign watchers. Are these signs of temporary
nature that are subject to the whim of new political leadership? Or could they
mark a point of no return for further religious liberalization? This paper adopts an
optimistic view and argues that significant religious liberalization is likely during
the next communist leadership, although a routine minor setback in religious
freedom is also likely around the turnover of leaderships. This optimism is based
on three levels of institutional analysis: First, an analysis of various religious
policies promulgated from 1982 to the present reveals a consistent trend toward
religious liberalization at ideological and policy levels. Second, an analysis of the
internal politics of the religious patriotic education campaign reveals a consistent
support for religious liberalization at institutional level, i.e. the relatively liberal
State Administration for Religious Affairs. Thirdly, at the religious community
level, it not only poses little security threat to the communist regime but has
become a collaborator of regime stability. Therefore, religious liberalization
becomes Pareto optimal for both religion and the state. This paper will use
materials mainly about Christianity, which has carried the “original sin” of being
an instrument of Western (neo-) imperialism. The conclusion will briefly discuss
implications for Catholicism, Chinese Buddhism, Daoism, Tibetan Buddhism,
Uighur Islam, and Falungong. The main lesson of religion-state relations in
communist China is that religious liberalization is most likely for those religions
that do not pose political threat to the regime stability.

Cheng-tian Kuo. 2011. “Religious Participation in Taiwanese Democracy.”Paper
presented at the “A Spectacular Century: The Republic of China Centennial
Democracy Forums” sponsored by the Institute for National Policy Research,
Taipei, June 24-25, 2011.
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