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This research aims to explore the historical
sociological implications of the process whereby the
anti-footbinding movement in early colonial Taiwan
developed from the period of * Natural Feet
Societies’ (NFSs, tianranzu huis, 1900-1903) to the
period of * Footbinding Liberation Societies’ (FLSs,
jiechan huis, 1911-1915). Generally speaking, three
new characteristics are noted. First, while NFSs
emphasized in the idea of the natural body for little
girls, FLSs asked most of footbound women to unbind
their feet immediately. Second, while NFSs remained a
men’ s movement, it seems that women of elite classes
began to stand on the stage and more or less ' opened
up. a space for public participation during the
period of FLSs. Third, compared to the activists of
NFSs, native elites as a whole were more successfully
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motivated and mobilized for FLSs. Based on these
observations, this article examines and discusses
several tendencies of body politics that became more
identifiable in the period of FLSs, including: elite
women began to expect themselves and to be expected
by their husbands to play a significant role in the
public sphere; a new, multiple-dimensioned cultural
identity was formed ; social control, both from the
colonial state and from the native elites, over the
private body became more noticeable ; and, the body
politics exemplified by FLSs became more localized
and ritualized.

footbinding ; the anti-footbinding movement ; Natural
Feet Societies (tianranzu huis) ; Footbinding
Liberation Societies (jiechan huis) ; body politics
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