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Focusing on aboriginal women s effort to balancing
care and work, we choose two grass-rooted women
groups, the Bethel Center which provides child care
in Taipei urban area and the ‘Working House of Batik
for Women’ s Stories’ provides jobs for making batik
products in Pintou aboriginal reserve. Both are
organized and led by aboriginal women. There are two
common themes between the two sites for comparison:
the first i1s that both represent a public
intervention to relieve women s caring task while
provide opportunities for income at the same time.
The second theme is that the aboriginal essence of
both projects is denied by the state policy, although
in different forms of denial. Institutional
ethnography developed by Dorothy Smith is adopted as
a form of inquiry. Data is collected through
prolonged engagement, interviews and participatory



observation. The finding shows that indigenous
perspectives are systematically excluded from public
policies. The Bethel Center is deemed as ‘uncertified
care’ since the child care regime in Taiwan is
dominated by professionalism, market and
managerialism which has marginalized the community-
based model of child care. For the Bethel Center,
child care is not just a place to care about children
but also a place to care for 3

children, especially transmission of cultural
1dentity. It is not just a care center but also a
site for cultural revival that the merit of mutual
caring is passed on from generation to generation.

In the realm of employment policy, the Working
House of Batik for Women' s Stories’ came together
as a means to reclaim one’ s cultural identity, by
conducting oral history interview with elders, and
documenting the stories that they collected through
the artistic form of batik. This logic of telling
stories

through batik provides indigenous women a public
space to tell their personal stories, to listen to
elders,

and to form collective as a group to resist. However,
their resistance to colonialism is disrupted when the
Batik of Women' s Stories received government funding
from the so-called ‘multiple employment’

program. This program introduced the logic of selling
stories. The funding and administrative processes
have forced them incorporated into the individualized
and market-oriented development discourse.

Imposing the logic of capitalist market economy upon
their art crafts, Batik of Women" s Stories lost its
autonomy as a mutual-help group based on sisterhood.

indigenous women ; care ; community ecnomic
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Abstract

Focusing on aboriginal women’s effort to balancing care and work, we choose two grass-rooted
women groups, the Bethel Center which provides child care in Taipei urban area and the ‘Working House
of Batik for Women’s Stories’ provides jobs for making batik products in Pintou aboriginal reserve. Both
are organized and led by aboriginal women. There are two common themes between the two sites for
comparison: the first is that both represent a public intervention to relieve women’s caring task while
provide opportunities for income at the same time. The second theme is that the aboriginal essence of
both projects is denied by the state policy, although in different forms of denial. Institutional ethnography
developed by Dorothy Smith is adopted as a form of inquiry. Data is collected through prolonged
engagement, interviews and participatory observation.

The finding shows that indigenous perspectives are systematically excluded from public policies.
The Bethel Center is deemed as ‘uncertified care’ since the child care regime in Taiwan is dominated by
professionalism, market and managerialism which has marginalized the community-based model of child

care. For the Bethel Center, child care is not just a place to care about children but also a place to care for

2



children, especially transmission of cultural identity. It is not just a care center but also a site for cultural
revival that the merit of mutual caring is passed on from generation to generation.

In the realm of employment policy, the ‘Working House of Batik for Women’s Stories’ came together
as a means to reclaim one’s cultural identity, by conducting oral history interview with elders, and
documenting the stories that they collected through the artistic form of batik. This logic of telling stories
through batik provides indigenous women a public space to tell their personal stories, to listen to elders,
and to form collective as a group to resist. However, their resistance to colonialism is disrupted when the
Batik of Women’s Stories received government funding from the so-called ‘multiple employment’
program. This program introduced the logic of selling stories. The funding and administrative processes
have forced them incorporated into the individualized and market-oriented development discourse.
Imposing the logic of capitalist market economy upon their art crafts, Batik of Women’s Stories lost its

autonomy as a mutual-help group based on sisterhood.
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