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# <~ 4 & : The Journey of Returning Home for Young Aboriginal
Community Organizers in the Post-Morakot Flood
Recovery Process
Morakot flood on Aug. 8, 2009 has cause serious
damage to aboriginal communities in southern Taiwan.
Based on the researcher’ s experience of 921
earthquake post-recovery, the researcher and
Compassion International have developed a program to
support young aboriginal people to involve in
community organizing. These young aboriginals are the
subjects of this study. The aim of this study has
two-fold: on one hand, the research process is to
support these young aboriginals by systematically
documenting their experiences to become visible and
therefore analyzable ; on the other hand, these
personal narratives can reveal the structural and
historical constructions that shape the post-recovery
experiences, which will empower these aboriginals by
bringing in new vision to understand their
experiences. This study adopts action research as
research design that the researchers will work with
the subjects in the framework of dialectic cycle of
analysis/action/reflection.

® < M4 . post-disaster recovery, social work model, aboriginal
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s 3 H : Telling or Selling Our Stories? Making Indigenous Women’s Craftwork
Profitable

SR
Abstract

This paper focuses on the struggle of claiming the subjectivity of indigenous
women in the process of making batik as a form of developing cultural economy in
indigenous communities. Dorothy Smith’s institutional ethnography is adopted to
explicate the ruling regime over indigenous women’s everyday lives. Two different
logics of making batik, telling or selling stories, are identified.

As a means to reclaim one’s cultural identity, a grass-rooted group of indigenous
women, named themselves as ‘Working House of Batik for Women’s Stories’, came
together, conduct oral history interview with elders, and document the stories that
they collected through the artistic form of batik. This logic of telling stories through
batik provides indigenous women a public space to tell their personal stories, to listen
to elders, and to form collective as a group to resist. The process of reclaiming
cultural subjectivity by telling stories includes three stages. The first stage is to mimic
the traditional totem, and the second is to create a picture in order to tell a story that
was heart-felt by the woman. The third stage is to talk back to the colonialism from all
aspects, and to disturb the established order by talking back to the powerful.
Craftwork at different stages will be analyzed to demonstrate the transformation
process.



However, their resistance to colonialism is disrupted when the Batik of Women’s
Stories received government funding from the so-called ‘multiple employment’
program. This program introduced the logic of selling stories. The funding and
administrative processes have forced them incorporated into the individualized and
market-oriented development discourse. Imposing the logic of capitalist market
economy upon their art crafts, Batik of Women’s Stories almost lose its autonomy as a
mutual-help group based on sisterhood. Examples of disjuncture will be provided to
illustrate the micro operation of state power.

Reflecting on this case, the concept of cultural economy, which has become
popular in indigenous communities will be critiqued for the problematic
representation of indigenous art.
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