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Abstract

In accordance with existing law, national universities are in essence “government
agencies”, rather than “corporations” with independent legal personality. Though the
Grand Justices Interpretation No. 380 recognizes that universities enjoy “university
self-government” status, their personnel, budget and accounting, and administrative
supervision are still subject to rigorous bureaucratic control. The suggestion of
“corporatization” is for national universities to get rid of bureaucratic intervention and
therefore pursue academic freedom via freer method.

To “corporatize” national universities, special legislation is needed to establish
specific legal persons. Political feasibility would be a problem in convincing the
Legislature. Whether corporatization could really give the very national university
sufficient autonomy still depends upon the Legislature’s willingness. The Ministry of
Education designs a “Pilot Program for the University Self-Government” without
amending any statute, its legality is nonetheless still doubtful; and whether it may get
the goal of “quasi-corporatization” remains to be seen.

Thus, whether NCCU is adequate to call for “corporatization” must count on our
“goal” and political feasibility. As for whether to adopt the Pilot Program, | suggest to
observe and assess other experimenter universities’ performance first.
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