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The legitimacy of either democratic regimes or authoritarian regimes depends on
the support of the ruled. However, in democratic regimes, citizens can decided which
parties are in power via regular elections. Therefore, whether the ruling parties get
political trust and political support from the ruled determine whether they are in
power or not. It isimportant to explore the origins and consequences of political trust
among the electorate.

This study intends to analyze the origins and consequences of political trust. By
employing telephone interviews, we would like to examine the extent to which
people’s political trust on the political institutions, such as the Presidential Hall, the
Executive Yuan, the Legidative Yuan, the Judicia Yuan, the Examination Yuan, and
members of those institutions. In addition, we would like to examine people’s
perception on the process equity and process efficiency of policy- making process,
and people’s approval on the performance of legislative and executive branches to
explore the possible origins of political trust. Besides, we would like to examine
whether people’s level of political trust will affect their confidence of democracy.

Keyword: Political Trust, Political Support, Political I nstitutions, Process Equity,
Process Efficiency
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D1. How much of time do you think you can trust the government in Washington to
do what is right---just about always, most of the time, or only some of the time?

D2. Would you say the government is pretty much run by afew big interests looking
out for themselves or that it is run for the benefit of all the people?

D3. Do you think that people in the government waste alot of the money we pay in
taxes, waste some of it or don’t waste very much of it?

D4. Do you feel that amost all of the people running the government are smart people
who usually know what they are doing, or do you think that quite a few of them
don’t seem to know what they are doing?

D5. Do you think that quite afew of the people running the government are alittle
crooked, not very many are, or do you think hardly any of them are crooked at al?

ek B 1992 ~ 1995 ~ 1998 ~ 2001 & 2004 # yxis i3 =R R E 4L P

MipE#E (2002 ~ 2003) i * 571992 & ~ 1995 & ~ 1998 & 11 2 2001 & 3 i
P (53 hs 54> poriga (19932199 ) 0 #l& % (1999) % 5 &
(2002) g3 A7 4 TR ) 10T e BAEP 2 RS LG ER R £ o
ALGR G FATE AR §7 g4+ T RART ) iy - ALY g
SRS EE SR LS RREERES RN LS RS EELEES W

18



A2: &kﬁzﬁlﬂ&ﬁ'*?ﬁ*ﬁxFW@md?aﬁzngzﬁw
BT ARG RERARR 7
A3-*ﬁ A FREAE O LR RN AFIVL > 2 F R et R iR S
B3R efEiE ?
AdF AR FCRHTREDE & F Bl D AEe s (R B LA

N
0

A5.F A IR R LR R Pt LS 0 G E R LA ?
AB.F A D AP RUNTE RFATR A g R BA AR LR Y

7 iE 0 B 2004 & > £ B2 (S5m0 TEDS LR g AL~A2 A4
HASEe i PEA RGP T o AT ‘FF;{?;’“% (2005) ez pr o

%3

e
jpus}

R ELT

Fipi=(2003)( @A KA A B EZ JUS G ERFA IR BT D St )
(EBP7) %$10% % 1% > F 115169 -

MpEdE (2000) - ( s E ik e $:3) (EEPT) 7% %
2% » F 3952

--------- (2002) o (Feip G ER & S BEAREF L) (EFFT)> $9% 0 %
2% > F 6584

--------- (2003) o (Fein i3 @ ~ e B A RS 2L B Y ) o (2 #rs
) > 5 7% %24 F 149-88 -

--------- (2006) - ( 5ir f‘;‘; Eehpcisfs % —r1 2004 & 22 A RER L0 (o
RAFA) F3% %24 0 F 39-62-

M B (1993)- <<l£§€f"a—,— SR FohFTs N A TV —E R =
H) FRERRFELIR GBS E SRR 0 B
FRFAG Y o

s P (1996)° (GER (758 S Ravus L (V) —fs Lo & 2
ERFA) FrRRRARPFLR R R 5L o TR
A BERET Y

F 8 (2002)o( o ERE L AE AL L EXFLAER IR LR
DNEFT) FRAERRFELR R F S 52

By R s BupEsR s Bl E i (2005) - (2004 # B AE B avck L AEE O T 8
BE) T E A T2005# SHFSE § & TEMFHE o S
FUs A B AR FUs A Brs h o SR ¢ Ayes 120 10-11
E] y o

19



Fl% % (2005)-(2002 % 3 2004 & [ s e A0 d = 2 g 2
(IV)!aAR4 L2224 FEF A %) ARRRRIEELR
EH LR S N R R

----- (1999) - (EFFHRBEEHFENGF L (-4 4 ~E2 2L R ERFLFHE
EFE ) FRERTFETLRE R ERGEHL o T F
FEREAT P o

----- (1993) « ( o ehpiot f ) (FisBEdR) % 218 » F 99-120 -

- s
- N 'ﬂ;.\?%‘r&'&\

Abramson, Paul R. (1983). Political Attitudes in American: Formation and Change.
San Francisco: W.H. Freeman and Company Press.

Campbell, Angus, Philip E. Converse, Warren E. Miller, and Donald E. Stokes (1960).
The American Voter. New York: John Wiley & Sons.

Chanley, Virginia A. (2002). “Trust in Government in the Aftermath of 9/11:
Determinants and Consequences.” Political Psychology 23(3): 469-83.

Citrin, Jack (1974). “Comment: The Political Relevance of Trust in Government.”
American Political Science Review 68(3): 973-88.

Citrin, Jack, and Donald Philip Green (1986). “Presidential Leadership and the
Resurgence of Trust in Government.” British Journal of Political Science
16(4): 431-53.

Citrin, Jack, and Christopher Muste (1999). “Trust in Government.” In Robinson,
John P, Philip R. Shaver, and Lawrence S. Wrightsman. (eds.) Measures of
Political Attitudes. San Diego, Cal.: Academic Press. pp.:465-532.

Dalton, Russeall J. (2004). Democratic Challenges, Democratic Choices: The Erosion
of Political Support in Advanced Industrial Democracies. New York: Oxford
University Press.

Easton, David (1975). “A Re-Assessment of the Concept of Political Support.” British
Journal of Political Science 5(4): 435-57.

Feldman, Stanley (1983). “The Measurement and Meaning of Political Trust.”
Political Methodology 9(3): 341-54.

Fiorina, Morris P. (1981). Retrospective Voting in American National Elections. New
Haven and London: Yale University Press.

Hetherington, Marc J. (2005). Why Trust Matters. Declining Political Trust and the
Demise of American Liberalism. Princeton and Oxford: Princeton University
Press.

----- (1999). “The Effect of Political Trust on the Presidentia Vote, 1968-96.”
American Political Science Review 93(2): 791-808.

----- (1998). “The Political Relevance of Political Trust.” American Political Science

20



Review 92(4): 791-808.

Hibbing, John R., and Elizabeth Theiss-Morse (2001). “Process Preference and
American Politics: What the People Want Government to Be.” American
Political Science Review 95(1): 145-53.

Jennings, M. Kent, and Richard Niemi (1981). Generations and Politics: A Panel
Sudy of Young Adults and Their Parents. Princeton, N. J.. Princeton
University Press.

Kasse, Max, and Kenneth Newton (1995). Beliefs in Government. New York: Oxford
University Press.

Miller, Authur (1974). “Political Issues and Trust in Government: 1964-1970.”
American Political Science Review 68(3):951-72.

Norris, Pippa (ed.) (1999). Critical Citizens. Global Support for Democratic
Governance. New York: Oxford University Press.

Ostrom, Charles W., Jr., and Dennis M. Simon (1985). "Promise and Performance: A
Dynamic Model of Presidential Popularity,” American Political Science
Review 79(2): 334-358.

Rosenstone, Steve J., and John Mark Hansen (1993). Mobilization, Participation, and
Democracy in America. New York: Macmillan.

Scholz, John T., and Mark Lubell (1998). “Trust and Taxpaying: Testing the Heuristic
Approach to Collective Action.” American Journal of Political Science 42(2):
398-417.

Williams, John T. (1985). “Systemic Influence on Political Trust: The Importance on
Perceived Institutional Performance.” Political Methodology 11(1-2):
125-42.

21



