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English Summary

“‘Overcoming Modernity” has become an untouchable term among the
Japanese intellectuals in post-war Japan due to which reminds the Japanese
of the dominant fascism during the war period. The paper “Overcoming
Modernity” published by Takeuchi Yoshimi in 1959 defined the meaning of
“‘Overcoming Modernity”: “Overcoming Modernity” is condensation of
challenging issues in Japanese modern history: restoration versus renewing,
supporting the emperor versus resisting toward the foreigners, national
isolation versus opening Japan to the West, the nationalism versus the
modernization. As the idea of the East is the counterpart of the West became
generalized, Japanese were forced to give the explanation to the relationship
between the East and West in the stage of the total war, At the same time, the
discourse of “Overcoming Modernity” became problematic. The timing of
raising the issue is precise as well as attracting the attention of many
intellects.”

The purpose of this project is to examine how “Overcoming Modernity”
functions in the Pacific War period and what kind of role it plays in colonies
while mobilizing the colonized. In addition, to better our understanding on
how this ideology included the peripheral (local) literary circles into the
Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere to create the “prosperity” of Asian

literary circle and how it develop the variety in literary works is the other
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purpose of this project. To shed light on the questions of the relationships of
the West versus Japan and the imperial core to the imperial periphery needs
to reexamine the contemporary background and historical context in
Japanese empire, the colonies Taiwan and Korea and positioning the

meaning of “Overcoming Modernity.”

Keywords:
Overcoming Modernity, the Pacific War, the war literature, the Greater East

Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere, the colonies Taiwan and Korea.
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