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> SANTOS, BOAVENTURA DE SOUSA, Toward a New Legal Common Sense: Law,
Globalization, And Emancipation. London: Butterworths (2002)

® BOAVENTURA DE SOUSA SANTOS, TOWARD A NEW LEGAL COMMON SENSE: LAW, GLOBALIZATION,
AND EMANCIPATION 85-98 (2d ed. 2004).
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7 PIERRE BOURDIEU,The Force of Law: Toward a Sociology of the Juridical Field(1987)
8 BOURDIEU, supra note 45, at 819-21.

° BOURDIEU, supra note 45, at 845-48.

10 BOURDIEU, supra note 45, at 841.

1 1d. at 848-50.
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15 See LAURA NADER, HARMONY IDEOLOGY: JUSTICE AND CONTROL IN A ZAPOTEC MOUNTAIN
VILLAGE (1991).

16 NATHAN J. BROWN, Law and Imperialism: Egypt in Comparative Perspective, 29(1) Law &
Soc’y REv. 103, 103-27 (1995).
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LAW AND SOCIETY 569, 569-88 (Austin Sarat ed., 2004).
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In this essay, | will explore the conditions of law in Taiwan’s society illustrated by the laws and the legal
cases concerning human trafficking. Law is not an independent mechanism regulating a society from the
outside or fully controlled by the government or the bureaucracy. On the contrary, law is continuously
influenced by different powers of the society from within; it is produced through interpersonal interactions
in the various social networks. For a society in the age of post-reception when its legal doctrines and
systems originally adopted from other countries have greatly evolved, the law is much more complicated
since it has been formed and developed in multiple time-spaces of law. Therefore | would like to propose
that every time-space of law constructs its own representations of law in the process of “multi-layered
cartography of law.” In the process, the power networks on different levels of a society produce their
versions of law and ensure their legality by according social recognition to the representations of the

people at the bottom of society. The multi-layered cartography of law indicates a new distribution of power



where different social powers have to participate in the social process to ensure their voice in the
production of law. Finally, | would like to suggest that instead of focusing on resisting against one single
authority as most of the law reform movements used to do, we should realize that now it is possible for
everyone to participate in the power networks and to help shaping the law. It is essential for any legal
reform that every member of the society begins to examine himself, to see other people as they are, and to

put himself in the complicated social situations faced by people at the bottom level.
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