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“Jun” (&), “Chen” (F2) and “Min” ({X) in Pre-Qin
Confucianist Thought

Lin Chi-Ping

Abstract

The theory and teachings of Confucianism comprise the core of Chinese
culture, and throughout the ages, the value system embodied by Confucianism
has guided the moral codes of behavior and beliefs of people. Confucianism
has permeated various aspects of life in most fundamental ways, including the
realm of politics. Thus, the concept of politics in pre-Qin Confucianism is an
important topic of study in research on Chinese culture. This article first
explores the nature of power in politics and then delineates the basic
characteristics of the political structure in ancient China in order to understand
the political atmosphere during the era of pre-Qin Confucianism. Secondly, |
also examine ideas on how to practice politics found in the works of Mengtzu
and Confucius, comparing them to excavated documents. The article then
delves into the relationship between monarch (“jun”), subject (“chen”) and
people (“min”) in Confucian political thought.

Key word : Confucianism, monarch, subject, people
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