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And at times mattention was fastened on the Ch'u Tz of which | think we can
be easily persuaded that it is the first body of creat ive works representing a

conscious Chinese effort in elaborate poetic rhetoric ....\We know that the word

tz’u etymologically has to do with creating order,...And the ancient binom tz’u

2 (B pEgtf f — B ) (RUgupuifiad) - 1 49-50 -
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5‘%?] ,also an epithet applied to Ch’u Yuans’s talent, in Shih Chi,means
argument so polished as to be convincing. ...With these cosiderations, |1 might
have attempted a critique of traditional Chinese poetic criticism....Hence my
decision on the present subject, to attempt a treatment of a part of the Chu’

Tz’u, which by both name and nat ure deserves our attention as to its rhetoric .>*®

IHBRE, TR L SRR LR b (R PJ%‘EH@IE)J# REEL
FRRTSERIVRTR - ) Remipsr o TR AR R S P
[T &R ) PR PRI TS, « P T BRI R o R R P
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Structural_analysis for some importmant contemporary literary critics has

meant, in the words of Northrop Fray, “to bring rhetoric back to critictsm.”It is

a “centripetal”’approach to establish order so as to enhance literary artistry, by
finding developing internal clues within the textual properties, whose organic
relationships are focused in the literary text. Let us, therefore, for the time

premitted during this session, keep in abeyance mucu of the old considerations

of the ideology and historicity about these Nine Songs ,but also beware of the

limitations of the new socio-anthropological interests in their connections with

the primitive Chinese religious cult of the wu and shamanism #*°
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We would center our attention on finding_some important clues in the internal

relationship suggested intrinsically by the textual matters of each songs, and

see that clues hold together all the songs in their orderly sequence. We may

seem, with such centripetal attention to the text, which is of the essence in

structural analysis, for the time being circumvent many trubulent historical or

socio-anthropol ogical questions. ?
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It is rhetoric, which is what structural analysis deals with about these Songs,

aims at persuasion.??
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Thisin terms of ritual drama, which is the form the Nine Songs assume, means

make-believe. The rhetioric of make-believe in ritual drama is to transport the

audience to a ream of heightened emotional experience by religious art, to

induce in them not only reverent worship as in mere ritual, but passionate

participations and identification as in drame. %
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It is the rest of the number, which are really the Nine Songs that constitute the

main performance.?*
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The two texts are compared in parallel for the similarity of their main theme, ie

sacrifice to the deity Great Unity —~— , and their general structure.

This close textual relationship corresponds to that in the Ch’u Nine Songs
between i £!I--— , “The Great Unity—Sovereign of the East” and jj|"“Lord
of the East” which we believe should be Songs number 1 and 2 in the origina

order of the texts before they were corrupted.

The“Lord of the East” ji5|, erroneously placed as song number 7 in current
texts should be number 2, immediately to follow“The Great Unity—Sovereign
of the East” s £/~~~ . Then follow “Lord in the clouds "Z[15},currently song

number2, to become number3. %%°
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The two leading motifs that run through and integrage the whole set of the

songs are what | call activated time and space.”*®
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the melancholy about the passage and ravages of time, which sets one of the two

keynotes for the whole organizations of the Nine Songs,... | 2% ﬁ’%%gglfjgli?ﬁﬁﬁ%
RLSE T (passage) || = B (ravages) [ ) > @ TR S EL (BT Eifel
=S R

That the deep melancholy about the passage of time should be felt and

expressed by the symbol, by the sun itself in evolution in godly form, might be
pathetic fallacy in ordinary poetry. But we think thisis precisely the purport of

the rhetoric of religious ritual drama, which focuses and uplifts secular

sentiments and experiences onto the realm of " the sacred, to bind, as the
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original meaning of the word religion, religare in Latin suggests, man and deity
together. !
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The other unifying motif is the vision of space, likewise imagized and

emotionalized in godly form, and immediately provided by the next song,
the* Lord in the Clouds.”(Z]151)**
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We find in each of the rest of the Songs longing, yearning, in far-gazing

expectation from long distance in vast space, and anxious biding of time ; or a

temporary joyous union regretted arter time past. Time and space here are no
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mere locus or temporal mark as in ordinary narrative. But they are_highly

emotionalized entities as they occur, expand or flow on. Then there is the

implicit concilialion or exaltation with atragic sense of acceplance. 2%
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