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Abstract

This thesis is based on the experience of youths, who participated in a teenager band at a local Youth
Service Center. Using the critical theory and social constructivism, Firstly, | investigated the meaning of
band participation which is not being encouraged by the mainstream society, however. The mainstream
emphasis is on education and diploma. Second, | investigated the reason and effect of participation in the
teenager band. Last, | explored the use of music in social work practice. | conducted in-depth interviews,
with the 7 youths, and analyzed the transcripts using thematic analysis. There are 3 major findings: First,
non-mainstream is not a problem. Youths felt they had limited voice became of the social constructs such
as education and examination system. Parenting methods — forceful, compromising, democratic, and
laisser-faire —also affected the youths could makes their own decision. Therefore, the participants felt we
should not differentiate between mainstream and non-mainstream culture. Second, youths joined in band
for individual, peer, and life reason. The effects of participation included establishing goals, enhancing
interpersonal relationship, becoming proactive, and others. Third, the band development had 5 stages:
Starting with the youth interest, the band began to form and setting goal. Next, the participants learned
skills and achieved their aim. Social workers could paly different roles in each stage: a leader, a resource
manager and liaison, educator, enabler, and broker. Implications were discussed with respect to youths

and their environments including family, school, and the larger examination system.

Keywords: adolescent, academic elitism, credentialism, parental expectation, band, in-depth

interview, thematic analysis
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