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Abstract

Energy is an important strategic resource and the critical basis of economic and
social development. During the last hundred years, energy security has been identified
as primary problem. With its successful open-door reform, China became the world
economic giant of the constantly growing up of the national economy. With the
increasing needs of oil energy day by day, China was transferred from an oil
self-sufficient country to an oil import one. Now, one goal of the diplomatic strategy
is the energy diplomacy. With the strategy of “going out” looking for the energy
abroad, China is searching for oil resource actively. In this situation, the diplomacy of
energy will obviously become the third important aspect of the China’s foreign policy,

in addition to major power diplomacy and diplomacy with neighboring countries.

Developing countries with the abundant energy, plus China itself poses as a
developing country, developing countries occupies an important position in Chinese
foreign policy in general, China's national economic development in particular. For
the purpose of acquisition of oil energy, China has to maintain actively good
diplomatic relations for developing countries. So China looks for the oil source to
Africa, Latin America through both multilateral organizations and bilateral relations.
The question of the Chinese energy is not merely only concerning the economic
development of China, but also its global strategy of energy acquisition. So that it has
attracted international concerns and became a controversial issue of international

diplomacy.

China has made every effort to reduce the risk that the import of energy
resources overly concentrates, and, consequently, Latin America and Africa become
the strategic source of China's petroleum imports. China stretches the feeler to Latin

America and Africa, among them the most positive to these are two countries, i.e.,



Venezuela and Sudan. The left-leaning political tide in Latin America recently, the
regime of Chavez in Venezuela confronting with U.S.A., and the human rights issue
of Sudan, China’s energy diplomacy is to be condemned by the international
community, because of deliberately confrontation with the United States and

ignorance of human rights.

This study discovers that the energy diplomacy will be helpful for China’s
influences in the international arena and its major purpose is for either energy or
power in Africa and Latin America. The Chinese diplomacy of energy varies in terms
of geographic factor. Sometimes, Chinese energy diplomacy is for energy acquisition
so as to resolve its development needs, sometimes for power and energy is only an

instrument.

Key word: Energy diplomacy, Developing country, Sudan, Venezuela, Energy
diplomatic strategy
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