Russia-China-India Trilateral Relationship:

A Strategic Triangle Approach
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Abstract

In recent years, the economic growth in Russia, China and India soars rapidly
and their national strength does, too. Due to the geopolitical factors, these three
nations affected each other in strategies during the cold war. After the cold war, the
international system changed into a US-lead “uni-multi-polar system.” Russia, China
and India found the common niche which promoted their cooperation. In the two
periods of cold war and post-cold war, the relationship among these three countries
displayed great differences.

From the point of view in realism, the nations as rational actors pursue relative
national interests as their goals which turn into a zero-sum game. Lowell Dittmer
developed this idea into the “Strategic Triangle Theory” to discuss trilateral
relationship among nations in cold war. Tzong-Ho Bau argued that the nations in
post-cold war pursue common national interests as a methodological holism which is
different from the methodological individualism in the cold war. Through strategic
triangle approach, this thesis tries to explore the relationship among Russia, China and
India.

First, the thesis discusses the relationship among Russia, China and India during
the cold war and then the period after the cold war. Second, the thesis discusses the
influence which Russia, China and India make on international circumstances and US
strategies. Finally, by a review from Russia-China-India trilateral relationship, the

thesis gives a feedback to the strategic triangle theory.
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“Amresh Chandra, “Strategic Triangle among Russia, China, and India: Challenges and Prospects,”
Journal of Peace Studies, Vol.17 (2010), pp.40-60.

"*Kanti Bajpai, “Confidence building between India, China, and Russia,” in India, China, Russia:
Intricacies of an Asian Triangle (New Delhi: India Research Press, 2004), pp.161-172.
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TS TRECR - B E S5 B - =AY R - Al — R BN A T idm T B e =
# o TRFENE R HBIRE BT EE) - IR ARELEL 273 -

W& AP 2 BRIV NG - &Rlist NEEE © NS EEMSARERy T By ~ WhAE T
FEEE—BNIE  HEEBUE LIRS EIENVETL ; ENEEEHTES
PRHUBNLATEINEE Y] © JeME MBI R S B A ISR AT » ENERYA &S A ik
PR Ryt s FLELSE ~ SR ERAAEMIIR T - S TEEREE 2K - ENEAE P TT
B RFIR R AL RV > 2R THEFENEm -

1950 /£ 2 H 7 H » [eivEREENE BLSE BIFISL BRI BUS S 48K ERYRRAIELD
HAERAIRIGEY] - et el TR TR - B85 " KIEERIERE TR
AR | fER - T BefFIS R —(E R A IAVERBE R - 1 A A 2L[E]

YR RN S R R ABRM G 0 B (E 0 B 341 -

*Alexei D. Voskressenski, Russia and China: A Theory of Inter-State Relations, op.cit., p168.

PRI RETHE - R BRI > AISIE 0 5 90 -

*J.A. Naik, Soviet Policy toward India: from Stalin to Breznev (Dehli: Vikas, 1970), p.190.
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I — B E R BRSSO ~ RRTH - AV R PN B E A R - iR R
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SRR ELSE BN FaR T - (EHEE b DA sl eom =3 ) - T H SRR
LB ) S R AR B £ B Y R S BUR B P - SN B rh SR A A R
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[EEEREIL - JEMVER " AREERRECR | EENEAE SRR < MIERAN T4 - f#5E
o DAIE] 88 26 = SR AIdE - B ORFF A AT A (R

E—HFEAER T T/ NERES = sz Ssrhak T OB = ) IETHE R R
% fEREESE = Frf - SSEEL T EREE T PR 2 RANIRICH B (% - ek g B A=
LERYINE  1E T OARYEA SRR | BVEERR T - HRER TR RE R dhE
FlI—7T7 (Rl bk BRHISS Y AU 8 (% o SCHILL PRy B/ NBEGHS = o A e B (o i
AR > FEE N=F TP EVREAE AL - SR E HERENEETTAVRECES o thE—JTTEREZ

PEREEK - HRETRRABASE - RS (E - B 253 -
5] 3 0 B 254
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BERFSH ST N SR aARBR AR AL I mr RN R > AR PR E BB R P ek
A% L1969 SRl - 4oy Rypirtg M o i o BELEIE R B INAEN R
FERH - B 5 B R (e E T - ARy b B B R ER T N R 4R I T R (2 > {2
[BE (AT R » LRI - RIS BB ik oy Al HET TRE ARSI (1S TP &R Bl (R A D T
SEEHIBI > NP JETHR B > N E BRI — K SR [N aRls: Rflk
HIhEd - (Fhn5s D E EE EER o B A EFE S AF -

— #1958 & ~1969 &

(-) PR R R BES

FIE 1956 FEBHAENMEDEBIRM " IR, REpkl > TRkt
EEERRE - TAE 1950 FEARE - PEIRBRBCABITE & SRS LT 15
PR o RERHE™ (1958~1960)H 5 i 17 54 8 A TR B Hh s BB sy &k
(legitimacy) » 32 {8 FRI32% i > T BELEL IR} 7 TR (58 2 S5 05 - TENRERY
SR EH(1957~1958) BLEEE = RAY AR (1959~196 ) {H EARE T 45 B R ECRAN
COBKFPMIERER - PE B RS R AR R B LB SRR 1%
L4 R 2 E R VA B R S B B (4 REA 224728 - R o N R B
WU > SNRHTE EE E R R R R BRI LIRS © (E IS TR Rk 4R 11
WAE - 4E A HIFAE SR R A TR S B R RBE ST S
B ISR S R Blse Bt - R > BN S 7 A S L - A

*"Maya Kulkarni, Indo-Soviet Political Relations: Since the Bandung Conferences of 1955 (Bombay:
Vora & Co., 1968), p.54.

*19574E 11 B 13 H > BBl ( ARE#H) $itan o EaURd TR, 115k - 1958455 A4
FREYF 3/ K R EGHRFIE T " SRS HFE Ll SPraEsct g 38 ) AUAERSL
T BT E] R KR I HE A A E AR -

**Jonathan Holslag, China and India: Prospect for Peace, op.cit., p.38.

“pid., p.34.
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R BBV ERE(L - BEEHVE & R H #5046 M a2 e - AR
MELEE R HAERIUN I - (ISR -

£ 1956 47 12 H R AGHENNG » TR 852 28 v B k4R Ry TSR AL ER B L
HHEEIDIE SRR EARE » E(E 1958 4 11 H 3 HEREEIEBUME 2,500 Sl £
HYREIFeRE UL BER - 27 12 H - ESoksEs - I E R R+
FRFB(Kalimpong) e & S8  4F 1959 4 1 H » HREE 7 B i R sth ] B ik o Bl 57
s LY 50,000 -7 Ay S SEkai A TR E - B 1% PY et a4 B El fh A\ B B s
B3 H 17 H » FEBUNSTE - 2R ERE 2 eI - MEIEAS T HBUE
JEEEE - FEIEER DY E B &M o PhE e T EAYE L 0 1A £ (Bhutan) -
NEFA(North-East Frontier Agency) ~ $74x(Sikkim) + &35 # Btk 75 (Ladakh) S5
ERHTE

T 75 B BN o B 48 AR 38 SR T 22 3 Rl AR 2T B S ek =) » 1959
8 H v &R E BB CRFENE SO o ERRBHEALE 1960 HF— [ H 55 ED
P > BB P AR (R S R & P e 2 o JEMEE 19604 1 H 13 5 »
TEE e R R - PN REEAE K (Kliment Voroshilov) FFE 4 EBE R AE 2
AHEhtk > thshREnEREam -

B EI R S H ] E B (Aksai Chin) H 3R At BRI TR SRR - RSB & 8%
NIREEE » MR BEER DMEUHZE o TEMVEHZ 88 m - [ RIE T F2EATEK 82X
BRI E S EERE R A (HE SRR TR " SRR
PRIEE - 1961 SFERTARAREY " ATHEER | (Forward Policy) » SR H TR A Al
B - HIRNNENER T LAEELT 1962 FEHYERF: -

ENJEAE 1960 FRALAENE RAMEE SR AIZESE - [ EAE 2 AR g eI AL
SH o PETHERENE Y 1961 4F 11 H 2 HEERIEHRY " M FTECR § EIL - ERRE

3'Maya Kulkarni, Indo-Soviet Political Relations: Since the Bandung Conferences of 1955, op.cit.,
pp-58-59.
lbid., p.66.
*1bid., p.66.
**Jonathan Holslag, China and India: Prospect for Peace, op. cit., p.38.
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SRR T E TR YR EIEOR - ENERIS AR B AV S LSl
{5HE R AP TR T DR B P Y 458 7 R A ) BRI 2 SRR e

1965 4RI AR HH FETRE R H ENEEE BR (5 T iRy — 4 - 3 H 26 H »
EsTE 5 e - WA & (Jammu) B 57 (R (Kashmir) o EIE 7 HIfE R
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o B e SRR 1 A P (5 o

1965 4 9 H - HIEE B FIRE > FREFFEEHTE - RifBREIE - 2
FEPRENE AR TR - 48 H % g - SORENE VAR FTA 5 12 F Y B e
Jiti - PEIIEREIE AR IR BNEOK - 9 H 22 H » EIEEETEAMIEK
o BRI R SR Y D st ] -

HHTRFERY 1966 R HIT% - & REMERELL -~ [FAEEBUFEEE
ERRATHE MR AR B S R (T4 > P E SRR - THI R A B A

¥Keshav Mishla, Rapprochement Across the Himalayas: Emerging India-China Relations, op.cit.,

p.16.

*1pid., p.36.
7pid., p.37.

RSCE - DT REVE R R R AR - BN (b RS E - BORERATL
2008 ) H 15 »

**Jonathan Holslag, China and India: Prospect for Peace, op.cit., p.40.
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S IRENEEERF SR BRI Ml 3 HL Y B IGAs » Bl S SR B RS R Rt e
REIE > (HESSRA (A H 2 B5R © FF& > ENSERE (Rt [N BB & FHS 2B 18 - Bl 2 (Harold
Wilson)fE s — K EI B FHRE AR SZRFE ML A T4 © BEAh - B
A B B EN AL A G5 B B T HYSHERAL © iR 1% - 5B RENEE SRR -
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1962 1 EJERF Y45 R IHBE | eE B E R M &AM - AT E
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*Jonathan Holslag, China and India: Prospect for Peace, op.cit., pp.39-40.
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BT k7 E AR - ST 0 BE CRBCRIYE TR o H KR
HAERTY TN B AT SR LR - 9
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K B S R DU - Y
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t

“Maya Kulkarni, Indo-Soviet Political Relations: Since the Bandung Conferences of 1955, op.cit.,
p.54.
*Ibid., p.55.
“Ibid., p.63.
*Ibid., p.64.
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“Ibid., p.57.
pid., p.71.
bid., pp.71-72.
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54Maya Kulkarni, Indo-Soviet Political Relations: Since the Bandung Conferences of 1955, op.cit.,
p.65.
>Ibid., p.77.

O+ Fl -

THI TR -
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"Maya Kulkarni, Indo-Soviet Political Relations: Since the Bandung Conferences of 1955, op.cit.,

p-52.
CIRERK - HPETRRABAZE - A5 IE - B 245
39



= BN wR R E R R R T ERN . Rl b B SR R AR e R
R I8 - (AT R i - A0 - BT (R R B A
HHEERAET - 1962 F RS T P HIEEREF - BEE e - ENERIARER - ekl
IORT SCARENEERI IR - MBRGR EVE TR AL R, - ©

17 EEE LG — e SR B PR R 5210 R BE A EL P > 1949 4 10 H - JEih& #1356
i FOREOETRRY > MRRMAY A S REBOR - REBMSEEUAFHIRRE - S50
SR A A T FR AV R N AT AR R A B > T Lo R e B R T AR T
TRECE Y BHSEE 2 BiithE - ehiE AR aR SO E R L2 HV B - W EIHEAAE
BIFFEL ~ TEIRE (R » B HIE LR F T m = I, - (e A A AR -
B P R 52 BB 7Y 5o (oK B R RE AR s IR BN - e & IR R S
PR AR RS - N EREE HAR A - EE 2 A5 EIS<E R TR
By &e - R A& (Harry S. Truman)BURFHISEOR & B LR T W TS
SEBAAIIEERE - K I RE ARG & 55 B BB A1 NS BOR -

R A SR I AL S BN R B 1959 SRR S A HBHEN 4G I ST HY
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\|

Tl
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*Maya Kulkarni, Indo-Soviet Political Relations: Since the Bandung Conferences of 1955, op.cit.,

p-67.
OSREIRK - HEIRRMRIAZE - AISIE > H 270 -
"Maya Kulkarni, Indo-Soviet Political Relations: Since the Bandung Conferences of 1955, op.cit.,
p-73.
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T AFTE S S B B 8 John F. Dulles) A& SRATET T H I &5 © 25
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*Ipid., p.68.

“Ipid., p.60.

" Arthur Stein, India and the Soviet Union (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1969),
pp-136-138.
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