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Abstract

In recent years, Taiwanese design ability has gradually been out-standing.
According to “The flagship project of the development of design industry” by
the Ministry of Economic Affairs (R.O.C.), from 2002 to 2008, Taiwanese
designers have won 651 awards in the four main worldwide industrial design
awards, iF Awards, Red dot Awards, International Design Excellence Award
(IDEA) and Good Design Award (G-Mark). The number of awards Taiwanese
designers got in 2010 Red dot Awards is even only after the hosting country,
Germany. In 2011, Taiwan will also be the hosting country of the “2011 IDA
Congress Taipei & Taiwan Int’l Design Expo”, from which Taiwanese design
ability will be promoted to the world.

While the ability of Taiwanese design has been approved from these
competitions, a good design product must go through the process of
commercialization and the numerous trial of the market. As “Competition” in
design industry is one of the gatekeeping that pushes the product to the market,
this study attempts to explore the design competition in Taiwan based on the
theory of gatekeeping.

The core issue of the study is to examine the suitability of competing
mechanisms in design awards in Taiwan and the difference between the
competition of choosing designers or design products. Utilizing the
Input-Process-Output Model and the structure of competition as the theoretical
framework to analyze the most influential design competitions in Taiwan, two
Taiwanese design competitions, Lite-On Award and International Young Design
Entrepreneurs Awards (I'YDE), are included in this study. Conclusions of this
study can summarize as the following:

1. The purpose of the design competitions mainly corresponds with the
motivation of the organizers. The purpose of the awards, competition
outcome, and the point of evaluation should be consistent in a good design
competition.

2. The bounding condition of the competition process will influence the
profile of the designers/works. The bounding conditions of competitions



that choose works are wider than the competitions that choose designers.

3. The evaluation mechanism in the competing process will have decisive
influence on the outcome of the competition. A great competition should
be oriented toward a complete verification and an open interactional
design. The competitions of choosing designers have more variation in
their evaluation mechanism than the competitions of choosing works as it
1s more difficult to choose the “right” designer(s).

4. The organizers should think about how to maximize the value of the
designers, the organizers, and the competition itself under the limited
budget. At the same time, they should also consider if the design awards
can attract the attention of the type of designers the organizers would like
to have, and if the outcome of competition is consistent with the purpose
of the competition.

5. The value-added effects of the competition can be applied to every part of
the awards, which will benefit the designers, organizers and the
competition. The value-added effects of the competition have correlation
with the endeavor of the organizers but are irrelevant with the competition
of choosing designers or choosing works.

6. The outcome of the design competition may be decided based on the
purpose of competitions. However, it will generate the value-added effects
to the organizer and Taiwan design industry.

Keywords: Gatekeeping, design competition in Taiwan
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