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Globalization and the Transformations of State Role--
South Korea and Taiwan compared

Abstract

This research adopts the approaches of historical institutionalism and literature
analysis to provide a comparative study of the transformations of the state role in
South Korea and Taiwan in an attempt to shed a light on the study of the relationships
between globalization and state role. Focusing on the economic policies of
government, this dissertation examines the transformations of state role in South
Korean and Taiwan since the two countries embarked upon economic liberalization
and political democratization in the 1990s in the broad context of globalization. The
impact of the transformations of state role upon their respective politico-economic
developments will also be discussed. It is argued that under the impact of
globalization, South Korea’s and Taiwan’s development trajectories are similar.
However, different politico-economic institutions impact upon the economic policies
of government in the two countries, hence the state role. It is nonetheless observed
that the advancement of globalization, the state role of South Korea and Taiwan
should supervise economic development in order to weather the global financial
storm.

Keywords: globalization, liberalization, state role, economic policies, historical

institutionalism
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