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Abstract

Taiwan has suffered in the threats of natural disasters for years, as its unique location. After
the promulgation of Disaster Prevention and Response Act., a rule was written that military
support can be applied for activation once the Government is no longer able to handle the
disaster. Through some severe catastrophes, the military, the Government, as well as
nongovernmental rescue teams, had gained profound experience in collaboration. Since the 88
Taiwan Flood, the importance of the military has increased. President Ma pointed out that
“Prevent and rescue” is the main mission of the military — setting forces in advance, call-on relief
duties, and emphasis on prevention instead of rescue. As a result, in the period of Maggie
Typhoon, setting forces in advance had taken its advantage and importance.

Department of Defense had issued a robust approach in its report in 2009. The report claims
that the role of military in disasters is in a stage of transformation from “Accept appliance &
support” to “Initiative & cooperative execution”. The classic aim of establish the army was to
construct substantial defense force and to protect the country from invaders and enemies. As the
main mission changed, it affects not only the role of the military, but also the function of the
army and the strength of force. The policy of the military participating in rescuing needs to be
analyzed in the balance of military operations, the plausibility of plans, and further
improvements in the future.

This thesis employs research in studies and induction, using the 88 Taiwan Flood and
Maggie Typhoon as examples to review the problems occurred when the military attending in
rescue. And the thesis will discuss and analyze the following issues: Firstly, the Government had
classified disaster relief as the main mission of the military, however, the position and the role of
the government and nongovernmental rescue teams are yet not clear enough. Secondly, the
source of Disaster Prevention and Response Act. is still insufficient; the source of finance
supports during rescue is vague, either. Thirdly, the shortage of equipments and human resource
can be the main direction for improvement. Lastly, when facing both the need of rescue and
another non-military action, should the military set in advance with flexibility? Or can it be
feasible when facing compound catastrophe?

Questions listed above are the main issues discussed in the thesis. Reviews and suggestions

will be put forward after further investigation on the plausibility of the military participating in

rescue.

[11
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