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ABSTRACT

In this paper we first discuss the political meanings of social movements by the
argument that, with conceptual conflicts between Arrow’s impossibility theorem and
the notion of social welfare in our support, it is political maneuvers that really counts
in institutional changes while the whole ideas of cost-benefit analysis and Pareto
efficiency as we understand in welfare economics are simply meaningless. As far as
is concerned the dynamic long-term aspects of institutional changes, it’s likely that
there is no way one can tell social movements from rent seeking behaviors. And
perhaps even worse, they may simply be two sides of a coin.

We then discuss the subjectivity and agency of social movement organizations
with emphases focused on important topics such as activism of human resources,
financial independence and social networks for agenda cooperation. And, based on
the author’s limited experiences, conflicts of interests with various groups of people
in the society that social movements have to confront with are also discussed.

Last but not the least, the author examines in depth ethical issues which a scholar
will have to confront with if he/she should determine to truly participate in social

movements.



Free riders never get the chance to set the courses for journeys in life.
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