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Abstract

The main approach of the thesis is Pamela Paxton’s research for “women's representation
in democracy”. In Paxton’s view, there are three levels of different degrees of representation:
formal representation, descriptive representation, and substantive representation. With the
purpose to analyse the the contempoary situation and trend of Russian women’s political
participation in State Duma, so this thesis is composed of literatures, statistics, Russian news

websites, and reports from international research institutions.

This thesis is divided for three main topics: At first, the article starts from general
introduction of global and Post-Communist Europe women political participation in the
parliaments. The second part is with “microcosmic’ way to review the background of female
deputies of State Duma from the first convocation (in 1993) to the sixth convocation (in 2011),
inclusive of age, the educational level, occupation before being elected, and committees
choosing. The final part discusses contributes and predicaments of Russian female deputies of

State Duma.

Generally speaking, the female deputies of State Duma have to be more positive to
legislate for bringing benefits to a large number of Russian women. Moreover, they also have
to be more positive to overcome the viewpoint and redirect the gender role from traditional
political culture of patriarchy society. Therefore, the female deputies of State Duma will have

more influences on the Russian politics and society.

Keywords: The Background of Female Deputies, Political Culture, Political Participation,

Russian Women, State Duma
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