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3 Current Affairs Review

An Analysis to 2009 Three-In-One Local Elections in
Taiwan and Its Impact Afterward

Yuang-Kuang Kao

Abstract

On December 5, 2009, Taiwan held the elections of county magistrates, city mayors,
county councilpersons, city councilpersons and township chiefs. Since this was
the first nationwide election since the Kuomintang (KMT)-affiliated Ma Ying-Jeou
administration replaced that of the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP), it shares
a similar connotation to that of mid-term elections in the United States, which is a
referendum of popular confidence against the president as well as an assessment on
the ruling party’s capability of policy implementation.

County magistrates and city mayors are powerful enough to engage in political
rivalry against or cooperation with the central government; therefore, such elections
garner much attention. Out of the seventeen seats for the county magistrates and city
mayors, the KMT lost two seats to hold twelve seats. The decline in voter turnout
sufficiently shows that the pan-blue or middle-road voters are becoming apathetic to
the KMT and Ma Ying-Jeou.

Keywords: three-in-one elections, mid-term election, presidential election, special
municipality, Ma Ying-Jeou
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