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Comparison and Review on the China Strategies of the Chen Shui-bian
administration and the Ma Ying-jeou Administration
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» ~  abstract

In the wake of the 21t century, the most significant difference between
the Blue Camp and the Green Camp of two major political forces in Taiwan
lies in their strategies and policies toward China. The power alternation in
May, 2008, signified a “paradigm shift” of Taiwan’s China strategy. In the past



eight years of ruling, the Chen Shui-bian administration had developed a clear
policy framework as well as concrete results and challenges of its
implementation. In comparison, although in power for only more than two
months, the Ma Ying-jeou administration has rapidly articulated its strategy
and policies toward China. Through comparison and review, this paper is to
make it clear the differences between the Chen Shui-bian administration and
the Ma Ying-jeou administration in terms of their strategies and policy
implementation results toward China.

The China strategy of the Chen Shui-bian administration can be
characterized as “Strategic Clarity on Sovereignty, Balance of Politics and
Economy,” while the China strategy of the Ma Ying-jeou administration can be
described as “Strategic Ambiguity on Sovereignty, Economy First.” This paper
concludes three trends of current Cross-strait relations and two risks that
Taiwan faces in the future. Three trends: approaching détente of the
Cross-strait relation; the tempo of Cross-strait interaction being dominated by
China; the acceleration of Taiwan’s social and economic opening to China.
Two risks: the weakening of Taiwan consciousness; latent Cross-strait
conflicts over sovereignty.
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