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From The Perspective of Sustainable Development To Discuss the
Administrative divisions of Taiwan

Bing Shu Lai
Doctoral Candidate, Department of Land Economics, National Chengchi University,

Taiwan

Abstract

This study review the related theory and literature of national spatial structure and
administrative divisions and integrate different research dimensions and research methods.
There are two main purposes from this study : 1. To discuss and analyze Ma Ying-Jeou
government’s political views of three metropolises and fifteen counties. 2. To survey and
examine Greater Taipei Plan 2030. President Ma Ying-Jeou made the final decision on local
county reconfiguration as “three metropolises, fifteen counties”. The three metropolises
include Taipei metropolis combining Taipei City, Taipei County, Keelung City in 2014,
greater Taichung area merged from Taichung City and Taichung County in 2010, and
Kaohsiung metropolis including Kaohsiung City and Kaohsiung County expected to merge in
2011. The fifteen counties are Taoyuan, Hsinchu (Hsinchu City and County), Miaoli,
Changhua, Nantou, Yunlin, Chiayi (Chiayi City and County), Tainan (Tainan City and

County), Pingtun, Yilan, Hualien, Taitung, Penghu, Kinmen, Lienchiang.

Key words: Sustainable Development, National Spatial Structure, Administrative

Divisions, Three Metropolises and Fifteen Counties.
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