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The Practical VValue and Status of Deliberative
Democracy in Taiwan: an Exploratory Cases Analysis
of Citizen Conference

Chung-pin Lee and Tong-yi Huang™

Abstract

Deliberative democracy theory has been extensively discussed in the past two
decades. Democracy theorists believe it opportunely responds to the emerging needs
of civic engagement in democratic administration. However, even though the
theoretical value of deliberative democracy is well-developed, the effect of its
practical implementation is still fuzzy. Much ideas on deliberative democracy are
criticized on they are merely theoretical and speculative. The purpose of this paper is
to clarify the practical value and status of practical implementation of deliberative
democracy in Taiwan by examining policy impacts of eight citizen conferences. The
findings show that 1) the practical implementation of deliberative democracy in
Taiwan has only brought instrumental effect, as a means of looking for public opinion
and policy support, and ignored the importance of expressive effect which aims to get
mutual understanding among citizens; 2) the practical value of deliberative democracy
in Taiwan favored only the substantive value and neglected the procedural equity.

Keywords: deliberative democracy, citizen conference, procedural democracy,
substantial democracy
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