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Abstract

Comparative study is the current trend in regional studies. The article discusses and
compares the reasons of the collapse of the Russian and Chinese empires. It is
believed that reason why the empires collapsed were due to the incumbents'
personalities and the empires' internal and external factors. About the personalities,
Nicholas Il and Empress Dowager Cixi's characters were not conducted to reform.
Emperor Guangxu's personality was conducted to reform, yet he lacked any real
power to enact policies. As for the internal factors, these two empires were very
similar in the fact that they had a centralized bureaucracy, their military strength was
not up to par with Western countries, agriculture dominates the economy, and both
had a wide gap between income between the upper and lower classes. For the
external factors, both Russian and Chinese Empires had to deal with foreign wars in
the late imperial era with devastating results as these wars were lost. In addition, the
empires were frequently contacted by other foreign countries which led to the
exchange of new ideas and ideologies which further influenced the population. The
combination of both these certain internal and external factors eventually pushed
the empires to attempt to reform, however these reforms were largely unsuccessful

and caused their people to revolt eventually both empires collapsed.

Keywords: Russian Empire, Chinese Empire, collapse of the regime, Historical
Comparative Analysis
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