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The Movement of Text and Image-Ideas in Chinese
Philosophy—Illustrated by a textual Analysis of the
Qiwulun

Vincent Shen
Lee Chair in Chinese Thought and Culture,
Department of East Asian studies and Department of Philosophy,

University of Toronto, Canada

Abstract : This paper takes Qiwulun, the second chapter of the
Zhuangzi, to illustrate the pragmatic movement of text and image-ideas
in Chinese Philosophy. I sustain a dynamic contextualism in the reading
of Chinese philosophical texts and develop a set of general rules for
interpreting them, to be followed one after another: principle of intra-
textuality, principle of coherence, principle of minimum amendment and
principle of maximal reading. Also, there is a particular rule for
respecting the special characteristic of Chinese philosophy that
emphasizes the use of metaphor more than concept, narrative more than
argumentation, in order to express its image-ideas rather than pure ideas.
The pragmatic development of a philosophical text like Qiwulun
depends on the dynamic structuration of writing and reading based on
these principles of dynamic contextualism, and the movement of
metaphorical images and their narrative unfolding into stories or
parables is based on what | call the philosophy of image-ideas, and these
two are integrated into a dynamic pragmatics. This paper will analyze
section by section the Qiwulun to illustrate my hermeneutics of Chinese
Philosophy.

Key Terms : Chinese Philosophy, the Zhuangzi, Qiwulun, Text, Image-
Ideas, Dynamic Contextualism, Hermeneutic Principles
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