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Abstract

In his Critique of Pure Reason (1781) Kant invalidated all forms of
speculative proof of God’s existence, but then in his Critique of Practical
Reason (1788) he put forward a moral argument for it. Between the
publications of these two books, in 1786 he wrote an essay entitled “What
Does It Mean to Orient Oneself in Thinking,” which thematizes this
transition and hence constitutes a key link in the development of his
philosophy of religion. Here Kant exposes a subjective ground for the
trans-empirical use of reason, namely the “demand of reason.” In this
paper | first expound the background for Kant’s writing that essay. Then |
explain the functions of the “demand of reason” in its theoretical and
practical uses. This paper concludes with a discussion of Kant’s con-
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ception of “enlightenment.” In sum, Kant here articulates his conception
of “moral religion” and attempts thereby to draw a clear boundary be-
tween “enlightenment” and “enthusiasm.” In this sense, he is truly a “son
of enlightenment.”

Keywords: Kant, Proof of God’s Existence, Rational Faith,
Demand of Reason, Enlightenment, Enthusiasm



