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The Relationship between Zhou Enlai and Deng
Xiaoping after the Founding of the People’s
Republic of China (1949-1976)

Chung, Yen-lin

Postdoctoral Fellow at Institute of Modern History, Academia Sinica

Studying the relationship between Zhou Enlai and Deng Xiaoping between
1949 and 1976 is crucial to understanding Chinese politics because both Zhou
and Deng were very important political figures who actively participated at the
highest levels of the Chinese Communist Party’s decision-making and
policy-implementing processes. During the decade before the Cultural
Revolution, Zhou mainly acted as premier (head of the government) while Deng
mainly served as the Party general secretary in charge of the daily work of the
Party on behalf of the Party center. How did these two crucial positions interact
with each other? When the CCP launched the Great Leap Forward in 1958, the
working relations and relative political power between Zhou and Deng underwent
adjustment in order to carry out the principle of “the Party takes command of the
government,” and to enhance the coordination between these two institutions.
Prior to the Cultural Revolution, Zhou and Deng had reached consensus over
issues related to the running of the party-state, and they not only cooperated well
but also created much mutual respect and trust during political operations and
interactions. This paper will show that the working experiences and mutual
understanding that Zhou and Deng fostered during this time had much impact on
Chinese politics during the late Cultural Revolution. Zhou tried his best to

support Deng, and they worked together to deal with the radicals. In addition, it
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is noteworthy that the relationship between Zhou and Deng before and during the

Cultural Revolution could not evade the influence of Mao Zedong.

Keywords: Zhou Enlai, Deng Xiaoping, Mao Zedong, Chinese Communist

Party History, Chinese Elite Politics



