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Implications of Tagging on Classification and
Knowledge:
A Case Study on flickr’'s Homepage Photos

Hsiao-Mel Wu & Chih-Yi Chou”
ABSTRACT

The rise of Web 2.0 stimulates a user-centered, bottom-up, and multiply
interactive model of communication. One of its key concepts, tagging, the
foundation of folksonomy, encourages users to create keywords with natural
thoughts. As a result, traditional taxonomy that symbolizes the top-down,
expert-oriented power structure is no longer dominating the order of
classification, which has significant impacts on our understanding of
knowledge construction.

This paper empirically examines 19 photos, 324 tags from the flickr
homepages. Four main categories are formulated in such unorganized tagging
order: (1) those related to the subjects of photos; (2) those tagged for public
sharing; (3) those meant to identify as self-collections, and (4) the affective
tags. The findings indicate that tags are better categorized in terms of function
rather than taxonomical object. Since rational objects and emotional feelings
can both be accommodated for classification, tagging in effect minimizes the
distance between normalized knowledge and everyday life experience,
dissolving the boundaries of subject and object, rational and sentimental, as
well as hierarchical and parallel oppositions. It is expected that the play of

- 304 -



Tagoing ch4 #F & dea B 2 2 flickr 5 7 B 5 5 &

signifierswill be a significant role in the production of knowledge in the near

future.

Keyword: tag, folksonomy, flickr, knowledge, groups

5

Hsiao-Mei Wu is associate professor at the Department of Journalism in Nationa
Chengchi University. Chih-Yi Chou is master student at the Graduate Institute of
Journalism in National Taiwan University.

- 305 -



.
he
=

BEFET « %4148 2000% 4

- 306 -



