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Discovery of Korean Tea Culture:
A Study on Culture History of Korean Peninsula

Hong-Chih Hwang”

Abstract

Despite the fact that camellia sinensis is not one of the oldest species,
tea, with the historical progress and development, carries a cultural
significances distingushing from those of the Western transplants. Located in
the north-eastern side of mainland China, Korean Peninsula inclines to
receive the prospering Chinese culture, which tea culture is one of its best
part. After the first tea seeds, bestowed by Emperor Wenzong of Tang (C.E.
809-840), were brought back to Silla by the envoy Dalien, Koreans started to
cultivate tea trees in the south of Korean Peninsula. Instead of declining with
the historical changes, tea culture is embedded in the Korean culture and
creativity, constituting a powerful and complicated cultural style. Tea culture
in Korean Peninsula belongs to a profound aspect in human mind, projecting
its wisdom and splendor onto many civilized domains, including religion,
politics, diplomacy, society, culture, art, and philosophy. Therefore, tea
culture in Korean Peninsula should never be regarded as a daily trifle, but a
necessary symbol in the Eastern culture as well as a sign of grand
civilization.

Keywords: camellia sinensis, Korean Peninsula, tea culture, philosophy,
oriental culture

* Hong-Chih Hwang, Lecturer of Korean Language and Culture, National
Chengchi University.
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