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Retrospect and Prospect on the Disputes
of the East China Sea Oil and Gas Fields

Chien-Liang Lu

Postdoctoral Fellow
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National Chengchi University
Abstract

In the late 1960s, marine geologists had predicted that the continental
shelf in the East China Sea is rich in oil and gas. This finding shocked the
surrounding regions of Taiwan, Japan, and China, leading to a fever of oil
exploration. These countries then stopped the exploration to prevent further
international disputes. However, as new seabed resources exploring
technology is developed, rising price of crude oil, and the implementation of
the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, the conflict of the East China Sea
oil and gas fields between China and Japan breaks out again. Japan's strong
reaction to China is caused by China's oil exploration near the median line
claimed by Japan. Taiwan, thus, needs to pay more attention to the increasing
conflict between China and Japan. The conflicts between China and Japan in
the East China Sea resulted from the fact that their exclusive economic zone
substantially overlapped. Regarding such issue, the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea calls to resolve the dispute through
negotiation. In this article, the author argues that even if China and Japan
reached a consensus of small-scale joint exploration in June 2008, it will be
more difficult to sign this type of agreement in the future due to historical
factor, public opinion pressure, and the complexity and sensitivity of the East

China Sea issue.

Keywords: China, Japan, East China Sea oil and gas fields, exclusive economic zone,

maritime delimitation
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