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China's Foreign Policy to ASEAN
in the Post Cold War Period

Tzeng-jia Tsai

Abstract

During China's foreign policy underwent tremendous change from 1994
to 1997, China now advocates a good neighbor policy to improve diplomatic
relations with ASEAN and Japan. The primary reason for this change was
China's breakthrough from its diplomatic isolation since the Tienanmen square
massacre in 1989. First, China became a formal member of the ASEAN
Regional Forum (ARF) in July 1997. Second, Jiang Tzemin, China's national
chairman, signed the “ China-ASEAN Friendly Relations Declaration” with
ASEAN in December of last year. This hints that China's good neighbor foreign
policy is yielding a rich harvest. This article used James N. Rosenau's “ Adaptive
Model” in foreign policy restructuring to explain the transformation of China's
foreign policy after the cold war. It starts from the situation of international
and regional security environments to illustrate the transformation of China
foreign policy. Then it turns to a discussion of China's national interest in the
post cold war. Finally, ASEAN's reaction to China's good neighbor policy is
discussed.

Keyword : foreign policy restructuring, multilateralism, ASEAN, ARF, APEC.
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