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A Study of Russian Germans: Migration,
Deportation and Return
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Abstract

This article is focused on the history of Russian Germans in Russia from 1762 to
2012, which includes the historical background of their migration to the Russia
Empire, deportation in the Soviet era, and their current status after the breakup of the
Soviet Union.

The author has come to four conclusions as follows:

1. Emigration of Russian Germans occurred because of the will of Catherine I1.
During her reign, she intended to consolidate and develop the new annexed land in
southern Russia, which eventually led to her first invitation to foreign settlers in
1762. Catherine Il provided foreign settlers with a series of privileges and thus
attracted mainly Germans- who at that time were beset by poverty. Germans
emigration to Russia lasted for more than 100 years and came to a halt in late 19"
century.

2. The deportation directed at Russian Germans was already in action in the 1930s.
From the beginning of 1930s, the deportation of Russian Germans was
class-oriented. After 1935, however, it gradually switched to nationality-oriented
and remained to be so during WWII. The deportation of Russian Germans had
devastating consequences, most predominantly by the change of residence (from
Europe to Asia), profession, and by the downfall of mother tongue salience and
education level.

3. The number of Russian German returnees to Germany after WWII was influenced
by the diplomatic relations between Soviet Union and West Germany. After the
demise of the Soviet Union, the number of returnees, however, was under the
influence of domestic immigration laws of Germany. Due to the fact that there had
been stricter restrictions toward Russian German returnees in recent years, the
number of returnees has been declining and is expected to decrease in the future.

4. Currently there are around 60 thousand Russian Germans in Russia and another 23
thousand in Kazakhstan. Both counties have proposed good terms to attract
Russian Germans to come back, but just a few of them eventually returned.
Although there are two German autonomous districts in Russia, the residents in
these two districts also face danger of assimilation.

Key words: Volga, Catherine 11, Russian Germans, Deportation
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! Fred C. Koch, The Volga Germans in Russia and The Americas from 1763 to the Present (University
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% Nikolai Bougai, The Deportation of Peoples in the Soviet Union (New York: Nova Science
Publishers, Inc, 1996), p. 182.
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20 3. Otto Pohl, “Hewers of Wood and Drawers of Water: The Russian-Germans in the Labour Army,”
The Eurasia Studies Society, Vol. 2. No. 1.(Feb., 2013), pp. 5-8.

1], Otto Pohl, “Soviet Apartheid: Stalin’s Ethnic Deportations, Special Settlement Restrictions, and
the Labor Army: The Case of the Ethnic Germans in the USSR,” Human Rights Review, Vol. 13 Issue
2(2012), p. 217.
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E:;@ Regions in which no deported peoples
were placed
{::l Areas of deported peoples’ concenfration

B—Balkars; I—Ingushetians; K—Kalmyks; Ko—EKoreans; CT—the Crimean
Tatars; Kch—Karachais; G—Germans; T—Meskhetian Turks; F—Finns; Ch—
Chechens

[E3-2 : MREES A ERHRERENDhIE

BRIASE ¢ Pavel Polian, Against Their Will: The History and Geography of Forced Migrations in
the USSR (Budapest: Central European University Press, 2003), p. 191.
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Reacquisition of Social Capital by special Settlers in the USSR, 1941-1960,” in Cynthia J. Buckley,
Blair A. Ruble& Erin Trouth Hofmann eds., Migration, homeland, and belonging in Eurasia
(Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2008 ), p. 212.
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(Westport CT: Greenwood, 1999), pp. 57-58.
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Deutschland zu kommen (Norderstedt: GRIN Verlag, 2010), S. 6.
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BRIARE ¢« 1926,1991 4 i HY H Barbara Dietz, Zwischen Anpassung und Autonomie
Russlanddeutsche in der vormaligen Sowjetunion und in der Bundesrepublik Deutschland (Berlin:
Duncker& Humblot, 1995), S. 33. ; 1939 & HI 5 J. Otto Pohl, Ethnic Cleansing in the USSR,

1937-1949 (Westport CT: Greenwood, 1999), p. 32. ; 1959-1989 . ##8HI 5 Maria
Savoskul,“Russlandeutsche: Integration und Selbstidentifizierung , ” in Ipsen-Peitzmeier, Sabine,
Kaiser , Markus, Zuhause Fremd-Russlanddeutsche Zwischen Russland und Deutschland (Bielefeld:
Transcript Verlag, 2006), S. 202.
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81 Barbara Dietz, Zwischen Anpassung und Autonomie Russlanddeutsche in der vormaligen
Sowjetunion und in der Bundesrepublik Deutschland (Berlin: Duncker& Humblot, 1995), S. 94.

22 AR Ry TEEE Y BRI N RIS T R 5] - DA v A SR e Ry BB AV LB LA (R
EEALRES 17% £ H © Gerhard Simon, (Karen Forster& Oswald Forster Trans), Nationalism
and Policy Toward the Nationalities in the Soviet Union: from Totalitarian Dictatorship to
Post-Stalinist Society (Colorado: Westview, 1991), p. 323.

283 ], Otto Pohl, Ethnic Cleansing in the USSR, 1937-1949 (Westport CT: Greenwood, 1999), p. 59.
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Auf 1.000 Personen entsprechender Nationalitit

Volker Personen mit Personen mit Lese- und
Hochschulbildung Mittelschulreife Schreibkundige, 9
Jahre und &lter
1. Juden 57,1 268,1 943
2. Georgier 14,3 129.8 825
3. Armmenier 10,9 106,8 790
4. Russen 6,2 214 234
5. Ukrainer 53 52,1 843
6. Deutsche 52 69,7 935
7. Weilirussen 4.7 71,0 T80
%. Koreaner 4.3 T5.6 127
9. Aserbaidschaner 4.1 474 G40
10. Tschuwaschen 2.6 57,2 782
11. Tataren 2.2 50,3 179
12. Kalmiicken 1,9 259 592
13. Mordwinen 1,4 28,3 681
14. Jakuten 1,3 34,2 537
15. Kasachen 09 21,7 G618
16. Usbeken 0,7 15,1 635
17. Tadschiken 0.5 12,0 676
18. Tschetschenen 0,3 7.6 428

Gesamtdurchschmitt der
UdSSE 6.4 718 812

R 3-4 1 1939 FRBEA L EF I RIEZFER

&R Viktor Krieger, “ Intellektuelle Riickentwicklung — der Russlandeutschen in der
Sowjetunion,” Volk auf dem Weg (2006), Nr. 3, S. 13.
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HHRR - 1 1989 FIYALIEET - ESAHE S F2E 2 ADRZITE -

£ 1,000 A\{£7 52 A& 1,000 AfE 167 \A &R A EMZFEHIE 1,000
Fo 84 N > BIHEE(RRERI /K SepEsE L NS E (R T 3-5) -
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Auf 1.000 Personen im Alter von 15 Jahren und aufwirts

mit mit mittlerem keine Schulbildung
Hochschulabschluss Fachschulabschluss

1. Juden* 561 174 12
2. Koreaner** 249 210 42
3. Georgier 195 202 24
4. Armenier 163 178 34
5. Kalmiicken* 145 195 7
6. Jakuten* 144 172 72
7. Russen 138 201 &0
8. Kasachen 119 158 62
9. Aserbaidschaner 116 136 54
10. Ukrainer 108 177 73
11. WeiBrussen 107 170 70
12. Usbeken S0 123 63
13. Tataren* 92 164 73
14. Tadschiken 79 a1 i
15. Tschuwaschen® 74 152 72
16. Mordowen™* 61 147 135
17. Tschetschenen™® 61 111 137
18 Deutsche** 57 1a? &4
Gesamtdurchschnitt

der UdSSR 125 182 64

* Angaben bezieben sich auf das Tervitorium der RSFSR

** Angaben bezichen sich auf das Territorium der Kasachischen S5, wo zu diesem Zeitpunlet na-
bezu die Hélfte der Dewischen lebte. In einigen Gebieten der RSFSR mit einem boben Anteil der dewr-

scoen Bevolkerung waren die Angaben zum Bildungsstand aonlicn. Fir das Gebiet Omsk z.B. betra-
gen die enisprechenden Kogjfizienien 55, 144 und 100,

& 3-5 1 1989 FERBEAOEEF I RIEZFER

‘iR © Viktor Krieger, “ Intellektuelle Rickentwicklung — der Russlandeutschen in der
Sowijetunion,” Volk auf dem Weg (2006), Nr. 3, S. 14,2

PrT#EEESE M EESAZBETZRRERE - £8k  &5EE
BAMIASEF B EEA RN R IEBCRAE WA A2 S FHE - EEELE
TAR LR R E R RS AT RS e SR T - SR AR E

B B BRI SR S G gy - PO IR TR P LA

2 E R RS B VS TE S FTRA Viktor Krieger > $ii% DUE (E{EIATE Se B8N Y
EEEARE - BHEL  EEEHAME 2 RS ANBEREIAAEZEAE - DIEEAETA
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%8 \fiktor Krieger, “ Intellektuelle Riickentwicklung — der Russlandeutschen in der Sowjetunion,” Volk
auf dem Weg (2006), Nr. 3, S. 14.
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%% |rina Mukhina, “To Be Like All But Different: Germans in Soviet Trudarmee,” Europe-Asia Studies,
\ol. 63, No. 5(July 2011), pp. 871-872.

87 Rober Korn, Der Lohn Fir die Treue (Waldemar: Weber Verlag, 2012), S. 364.

288 Ruth Mandel, “Diaspora and the Post-Soviet Transnational Experience,” in Cynthia J. Buckley
Blair A. Ruble& Erin Trouth Hofmann eds., Migration, homeland, and belonging in Eurasia,”
(Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2008), p. 313.
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#3-6 1 BBIMEREA 1957-1991 FERFEER

Fy FE(%) 0 EE(%)
1957 40.2 1981 67.1
1960 45.1 1982 62.8
1961 44.8 1983 64.0
1970 58.1 1984 65.7
1971 60.9 1985 65.4
1972 60.1 1986 66.2
1973 61.4 1987 66.5
1975 62.7 1988 65.5
1977 58.1 1989 67.0
1980 61.1 1991 68.3

BRIAE ¢ Irina Mukhina, The Germans of the Soviet Union (New York : Routledge, 2007), p. 140.
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