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Discursive Styles and Strategies in

Beijing-Taipei Exchanges

Chih-yu Shih

Abstract

There have been two discursive styles existing in the cross-Taiwan Strait
relationship: relational and realistic. The former is concerned with attitude,
norm, and policy promotion and is spacio-temporally specific, while the latter
is related to analysis, theory and behavioral prediction and is universal. Wash-
ington typically displays a realistic style in its statements and Beijing, a
relational style. Taipei adopts both, using them alternatively. This paper argues
that differences in discursive style may cause more anxiety than disputes
within the same style.

Keywords : cross-Taiwan Strait relations, discursive analysis, China policy,
Taiwan policy, epistemology, China studies



