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Mainland China's legislature started to practice the hearing system since the



mid-1990s. The new method would no doubt help to diversify the decision-making
process and increase the participation by ordinary peoplein politics. It is deemed by
some as the latest round in the tumultuous drive towards reforming its political system

in the post-Cultural Revolution period.

This study intends to answer the following questions: Why did China
introduce the hearings into its legidlative process? What are the intended purposes of
this? Is there any impact on the process of opinion-articulation in legislation? What
are the concepts and practice of the hearing in China? Would it help with the
transparency of China’'s opague political process? What is wrong with the traditional
opinion-articulation in China's legislative process? Did the accession into the World
Trade Organization bear any influence on the adoption of the new system? What
might be the obstacles in order to promote the new system throughout the nation?
What are the characteristics of legidative hearing under “socialist democracy”?
Would legidative hearings help increase political efficacy? Or, would it smply serve

as another tool in the consolidation of the communist rule?

This study is conducted in the backdrop of atransition of China's political
system. It has been gradually shaped from that of a mobilized system to that of a
limited participatory system. The writers intend to take afiled trip to the Southwest
province of China, Sichuan, to observe in person the newly introduced system. It is

hoped that a preliminary assessment on the new practice can be derived as aresullt.

Mainland Chinaslegidative hearing  opinion-articulation legidative
transparency legislation under “socialist democracy” mobilized legidlation
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limited participatory system.
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(should

be positioned before the section of the functions of the hearings)

(what kinds of legislation need hearings)
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the most important?)
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