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Three decades after China launched its marketisation/
commodification-oriented urban housing reform
‘housing ° remains a pressing issue for China ‘s
urban governance. Housing reforms have been
implemented to improve China ‘s urban governance.
Whilst the housing and residential quality and the



urban landscape have been greatly improved, thanks to
the implementation of various innovative housing
policies, the skyrocketing prices in many big cities
such as Shanghai and Beijing have contributed to the
emergence of housing inequity. Many urban dwellers
are stuck in the ‘housing trap’ . Under the
socialist i1deology, public housing provision is an
important element of socialist welfare system. Under
such system, the state is the main provider of
housing and the state employees are the main
beneficiaries of the welfare housing system. The two
main socialist institutional legacies in China-- the
‘household registration (hukuo) ‘ and ‘work unit
(danwai) ‘-- are thought to have caused the failures
of China’ s urban housing reform. Through an
investigation of the so-called ‘Chongqing model’
from the perspective of institutional evolution/
analysis, this research is attempted to answer the
following questions: what are the impacts of
‘household registration’” and ‘work unit’ systems
upon China’ s urban housing reform? Is the emergence
and exacerbation of urban housing inequity in China
the result of market failure or the inevitable
consequence of urban development in a transition
economy? Facing the problem of housing inequity, is
1t likely that the Chinese authorities will re-orient
1ts marketization-oriented policy and move towards a
system closer to the welfare housing system? What are
the significant differences of the ‘Chongqing
model” from others in terms of institutional
innovation? What are the merits and drawbacks of the
‘Chongqing model’ ? Is it possible for the
‘Chongqing model” to be applied to other cities?
Based on the findings of the exploration of the
‘Chongging model’ and the comparative studies of
Chongging and other cities such as Shanghai, this
research 1s further attempted to compare the
experiences of urban housing reform of China and East
Asian capitalist countries and former East European
communist countries. Through cross-national
comparative studies, this research is also attempted
to explore the possibility of developing a model of



socialist developmental state.

#~ M4t China, urban housing reform, Chongging model, liberal
socialism, socialist developmental state
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