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The beginning of Sanskrit k&amp;#257;vya in Buddhism
carries strong political overtones. When

A&amp; #347; vagho&amp;#7779;a wrote the Buddhacarita
and the Saundarananda, he tried to fashion an ideal
king according to Hindu caste model so that it would
attract support from Hindu side. If the listeners of
his k&amp;#257;vyas are mainly from the royal court,
then his mission is unmistakable: to seek sponsorship
of the king so that the teachings of the Buddha
(&amp; #347;&amp;#257;sana) could enjoy wide
dissemination. At this critical moment, the Buddhist
had to compete actively with the Hindu for the best
safeguard of the Dharma and the Sa&amp;#7747;gha.

[t seems paradoxical that Buddhist mendicant as world
renouncer plays an eminent role in the development of
k&amp; #257;vya. This shows that k&amp;#257;vya had
been a powerful literary creation after the Vedic
period and the sa&amp;#7747;gha kept a very close eye
on its contemporary cultural development. Its
adoption of k&amp;#257;vya, either in Prakrit or in
Sanskrit, i1s a deliberate choice aiming at the
universal dissemination of dharma. Whether this
attempt is praiseworthy is another matter.
Nevertheless it bequeaths a legacy of literary
culture to the sa&amp;#7747;gha and literati in India
as well as the other parts of Asia.

Ashvaghosa, Kavya, Sanskrit, Buddhism, Hinduism
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